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RSL ACT Branch President’s Report

Busy round of events in the ACT
Branch s m e excuion Farewell to theRSL

Vietnam Memorial, commemorating
Vietnam Day and the Battle of Long
Tan.

Instead of laying a wreath I presented
a book relating to the conflict in that
country.

This book was subsequently present-

range of duties in the execution of
their office.

Here is the diary of the ACT Branch
President, LtCol John J Merrick (Retd),
for August and July.

1-2 July: I attended the Victorian

Branch State Congress in the Func- nn ed to the Chapman School library on
tion Centre of the Caulfield Race- our behalf.

course, a most delightful setting. The it | | At the ceremony the Prime Minister,
welcome address was delivered by for the Minister for Veterans’ Affairs and
the State President, Major General ' the family of LCpl John Gillespie, 8
David McLachlan AO (Retd) and Field Ambulance, whose remains had
the Congress was opened by the been found and returned to Australia
Premier of Victoria, John Brumby. A Massnge earlier in the year, unveiled a plaque
Other presentations were made by the from on the memorial seat in his memory.

National President, Major General
Bill Crews AO (Retd), the Minister
for Veterans’ Affairs, Alan Griffin,
the Shadow Minister for Veterans’
Affairs, Mrs Bronwyn Bishop and
the former Secretary of the Depart-
ment of the Department of Veterans’
Affairs, Mark Sullivan.

3 July: Chaired the RSL ACT Branch
Executive meeting, which was held
at State Branch offices.

8 July 2008: Together with the State
Secretary and Vice President Jan
Paulga, I attended Member for
Canberra Senator Bob McMullan’s
medal presentation, at which past
and present members of the Defence
Force received the Australian Service
Medal.

In the evening I cohosted, with the
National President and Victorian
State Branch President, a dinner at
the Commonwealth Club, Canberra,
to entertain those embassies that have
given the League assistance over the
past year.

9 July: I attended a meeting of the
League’s National Trustees.

11 July: I attended a wreath-laying at
the Australian War Memorial on the
occasion of the Australian Defence
Force Military Diocese of Australia’s
World Youth Day 2008. This was a
most impressive ceremony, attended
by about 300 military personnel
including many military cadets from
France, Columbia, Canada, USA,
UK, New Zealand, Germany, PNG
and Australian Navy, Army and Air-
force representatives of ADFA and
RMC.

After the wreath-laying, the party
walked down ANZAC Parade,
stopping at various monuments to
say some prayers and the morning
finished with a Mass in the Duntroon
Chapel. RSL National Past President
Major General Peter Phillips AO MC
(Retd) and ACT Branch Past Presi-
dent Brigadier Peter Evans, Brigadier
Tan Roberts and Mr Richard Hall
were also in attendance.

14 July: I chaired RSL ACT Branch
Council meeting.

15 July: I attended a briefing, with
RSL Branch Treasurer Mickey
Michaelis and Vice President Mrs
June Healy OAM, given by the
Minister for Veterans’ Affairs, Alan
Griffin, on the establishment of the
Prime Minister’s Advisory Commit-
tee on Veterans’ Affairs.

16 July: I attended, as a guest, a
luncheon at Duntroon House given

His Excellency Major General Michasl Jeffery, AC CV0 MC [Retd)
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19 Auguat 2008

on behalf of the entrants of the RSL
Queensland’s Golden Girl Quest,
who were in Canberra on an official
visit, raising funds for their RSL
(Queensland) appeal.

24 July: I attended the rededication of

the 10th Battalion Memorial, relocat-
ed from along the Federal Highway
to a permanent position in Eddison
Park, Woden. Vice Presidents Healy,
Millar and Paulga also attended. Mr
Jan Paulga was the motivater of the
relocation and rededication of the
memorial. [ recited the Ode.

27 July: I attended a wreath-laying and

memorial ceremony at the Austral-
ian National Korean War Memorial,
commemorating Korean Veterans’
Day.

4 August: Meeting and discussions

with the National President at NHQ.

Discussions reviewed strategies and
plans to promote and accommodate
all aspects of publicity the League
receives in the national capital and
surrounding States

5 August: Attended the Barton-Capital
annual general meeting and lunch
and delivered an address covering the
team and changes at Branch HQ.

6 August: Chaired the Branch execu-
tive meeting.

11 August: Chaired the Branch Council
meeting at which welfare was one of
the main topics discussed.

18 August: Discussion with National
President at NHQ covering recent
queries submitted by sub-branches
relating to issues raised by Govern-
ment.

I then attended the Vietnam Veterans’
Remembrance Day ceremony at the

News items and letters to the editor for publication should
be sent to ACT RSL POBox708 Canberra ACT 2601
or emailed to actrsi@netspeed.com.au

I recited the Ode on behalf of those
present

25 August: I attended the funeral of
our member and Branch Welfare Of-
ficer, Peter Kelly OAM. During the
service I delivered the RSL Remem-
brance Service and presented the
Kelly family with an Australian flag,
a part of the RSL Service. It was very
pleasing to see such an attendance,
including many past ACT Branch
presidents.

28 August: | attended National Head-
quarters and, with the National
President, National Secretary, met
Major General Raymond F Rees,
Adjutant General, Oregon National
Guard, who was on a visit to Austral-
ia, especially to give his and the US
Administration’s thanks to Australia
for its efforts and assistance in Iraq
and Afghanistan.

LtCol John J Merrick (Retd)

National Congress in
Townsville

The president of the ACT State
Branch of the RSL and other officers
attended the National Congress of the
Returned and Services League of Aus-
tralia, meeting in Townsville, Queens-
land on 8 to 11 September.

Kokoda Track report
discounted

Australian Defence Force staff of the
Australian High Commission in Port
Moresby reached an isolated site on
the Kokoda Track on September 4 to
check media reports that the body of an
airman had been located in the jungle
canopy.

No remains were located.

Although the location, near Kagi, is
below a flight path that was commonly
used by allied aircraft during World
War II sorties, the find has been con-
firmed by ADF staff as a moss-covered
branch.

It seems that the branch has broken
off the main tree and fallen across
some vines which, from the ground,
could have been mistaken for the body
of an airman.

Help the RSL help veterans. To sponsor a Stand To page, contact M. Michaelis, 0415 440 159 or michaelis@netspeed.com.au




