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     FROM THE EDITOR’S
  DESK
      Bob Cremer

Already half-way through 2017, another AGM completed and we 
are off on another year of business and Sub-Branch activities.  It 
does make you wonder where the time goes.  

Under overcast skies, the Sub-Branch early ANZAC Day service at Eddison Park went off with-
out a problem and with good attendance but proceedings at the march a little later were not quite 
so successful.  Although it started well enough with just a few spots of rain, as the time for the 
march drew closer the rain started seriously and by the time we were seated it was pouring.  In-
structions to take a raincoat and umbrella, were foolishly ignored so I suffered the consequences 
of getting drenched.  My three Cadets from Berri, South Australia suffered the same fate and were 
not impressed with Canberra.  Oh well, last year it was very hot and we suffered sunburn.  How-
ever, my local Dry Cleaners, where I dropped off my jacket and trousers said they were doing a 
roaring trade after ANZAC Day.

As one of the five judges of the Schools Essay competition, it was the first time that we all agreed 
on the winning entry and I am sure you will be impressed after reading Shoiri’s contribution in 
this issue.  However, the other entries are worthy winners especially when you consider they are 
coming from Primary school year 5 and 6 students.  A credit to all of them.

On the front cover, a dedication service was held for the new Boer War Memorial on ANZAC 
Parade on Wednesday 31st May.  A large crowd was in attendance for this moving ceremony.  
Afterwards members of The South African Soldiers Association of Victoria, dressed in period 
uniform displayed their banner on the forecourt of the Australian War Memorial.

On Sunday 4th June 2017, the 10th Annual Bomber Command Commemorative Wreathlaying Cer-
emony was conducted at the Bomber Command Memorial Sculpture Garden at the Australian 
War Memorial, the 75thAnniversary of the commencement of RAAF squadrons’ operations with 
Bomber Command.
        
      
            Lincolnshire, England 26/7/1944
      Australian Air Crew and Ground Staff at
   Lancaster Heavy Bomber No 460 Squadron            
          RAAF with Bomber Command at
    RAF Station, Binbrook
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  FROM THE PRESIDENT
   Jim Gilchrist

First, I thank members who attended the recent AGM for their con-
tribution to that meeting and the OGM that followed.  Thank you 
also for the confidence you expressed by re-electing me and other 
members of the previous Board for another 12 months term.  How-
ever, in offering these sentiments, I stress the need for a succession 
plan within the Board and other Sub-Branch leadership positions.

I also acknowledge the contribution the Sub-Branch has made to 
its members and others in the veteran community in the ACT and
region over the past several years.  However, this recent success has only been possible because 
of the longstanding commitment and service of our senior members, many of whom continue to 
provide valuable service.  While at the AGM I noted the support ACT Branch had provided to the 
development and operations of the Veterans Support Centre [VSC] over the past few years, at the 
OGM, I added that some five months into the new financial year, the level and nature of support 
that Branch will offer in future have changed, as the new Branch Executive seeks a balanced 
budget.

Despite the implications of this new policy, the Sub-Branch and VSC continue to provide a range 
of services to veterans and families of all ages, whether they are RSL members or not.  The 
Sub-Branch and VSC enjoy and appreciate the commitment of volunteers, particularly in the 
Entitlements and Advocacy [E&A] team, the Day Club and a core group on the hospital and other 
rosters.  I note the E&A team includes members of other sub-branches and ESOs who work with 
our members.  A third function of the VSC is the growing capability in the Transition Program 
that centred on the Corporate Rowing Challenge [CRC] late last year and two forays into the Re-
mout Horsemanship activities.  We are now planning to assist the 2017 Australian Indoor Rowing 
Team train for the Invictus Games to be held in Canada later this year; and will soon be seeking 
veterans to participate in the CRC 2017 to be held in co-operation with the Canberra and Defence 
Rowing clubs.

The success of the service delivery aspects of the VSC require volunteers who can commit their 
time, skills and passion to undertake an increasing amount and variety of training to ensure we 
can provide optimal services within agreed boundaries.  While DVA sponsored training continues 
to transition to an accredited system, the Sub-Branch is trying to develop and conduct in-house 
sessions for its welfare team, while those in the E&A team are completing accreditation processes 
as they become available.

As volunteers provide most of the outcomes for the Sub-Branch and VSC, they benefit from the 
assistance and coordination of the small group of paid staff who provide essential day-to-day ad-
ministrative support and advice.  Particularly in relation to welfare services, the Community Sup-
port Coordinator provides expertise and knowledge that is beyond the present pool of volunteers.
        >>>  
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The Office Administrator contributes significantly to the overall operations of the Sub-Branch and 
the VSC.  And, the E&A Administrator assists the E&A team and its clients to navigate the claims 
and appeals processes.

To meet its present and expected workloads, the Sub-Branch must find a source or sources of 
sustainable funding and re-invigorate its volunteer workforce.  Without doubt, these two issues 
are the biggest challenges and the biggest risks, we must resolve as soon as possible.  In relation 
to the former, funds are required to obtain accommodation by the end of this year, as our tenure 
at the Yamba Club will expire in early 2018.  While we have explored various options in the past 
several years, we have been unable to commit to any without first having obtained sustainable 
funds or been offered very favourable lease terms.  Funds are also required to engage staff to 
ensure the present team is not overworked, and mitigate risks associated with business continuity.  
With Branch’s new budgetary position, the Sub-Branch will require funds for overheads and to 
provide welfare assistance as and when required by our clients.

As an interim financial measure, the Board has convened a Special General Meeting in July at 
which it will seek approval to draw additional funds from the modest capital asset in the Asset 
Management Fund.  This will complement the normal draw down from the fund’s earnings.

In seeking volunteers, the Sub-Branch will continue to encourage the present teams by resourcing 
them as well as possible and ensuring they are well prepared and assisted to complete the tasks we 
request of them.  This will involve in-house training and briefing sessions; and policies and pro-
cesses that support the volunteers, their clients and the Sub-Branch as we all meet the challenges 
of evolving systems within DVA and other areas with which we work.

I recently learned of a speech titled ‘The Forgotten People’, that Australia’s Prime Minister, 
Robert Menzies made in 1942.  An extract from this speech is:
  “.... the instinct to give them a chance in life - to make them
         not learners but lifters - is a noble instinct.”

When referring to them, Menzies meant one’s own family members; while the speech itself is a 
call for all Australians to rise to the challenges of a young nation at war.

Clearly, the Sub-Branch family has produced many lifters in the past and has made major con-
tributions to the wellbeing of members of the Defence and veteran families.  But, we must now 
engage the lifters who will sustain the operations of the Sub-Branch and VSC into the future, 
despite the real and apparent difficulties we face in attempting to do so.
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          FALL IN
       A warm welcome is exended to the following new members.

   Stephen Gilmore, Jeremy Harden, Robert Macaulay,
   Bob Ridley, Robyn Rouse, Gregory Rouse,
   Val Siemionow, Don Smith, Shane Van Duren

 The South African Soldiers
        Association of Victoria 1899-1902

Volunteers dressed in winter period uniform at the dedica-
tion service for the new Boer War Memorial on ANZAC 
Parade on Wednesday 31st May, 2017

  Relocation of Sub-Branch Memorial Stone
               to Eddison Park
On Wednesday/Thursday 14-15th June, 2017, the Sub-Branch Memorial Stone was relocated from 
the Bowling Green area of the Yamba Club to its new permanent location adjacent to the Obelisk 
in Eddison Park.  This work was undertaken on our behalf by the ACT Government with Deputy 
President, Brooke Thorpe as Project Manager.  A great job well done by all concerned.  Above, 
work in progress and on completion. 
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   ANZAC Service at
  Fred Ward Gardens
        Curtin ACT
(Formerly Brindabella Gardens)

  The address by the Guest Speaker, and Fred Ward Gardens Resident,
           Betty Mahala Mills.

I served with the British Army for six years, from 1955-61.  My three year overseas postings 
were at the British Military Hospital in Singapore at the time of the Malayan Emergency and at 
the British Military Hospital in Hong Kong.  In 1999, I had the privilege of meeting well known 
Australian, Sister Vivian Bullwinkel at the War Memorial in Canberra.  I was a volunteer worker 
at the War Memorial at that time.
  Today, I would like to acknowledge the courage of Sister Vivian,
                 and Australian Nurses in World War II.

Vivian was an Australian Army Nurse, one of hundreds of Europeans evacuated at the last minute 
when Singapore fell to the Japanese in 1942.  Vivian and 65 other nurses boarded a small ship, 
the SS Vyner Brooke to escape.  After two days at sea the ship was bombed and sunk by Japanese 
aircraft.  Vivian and other survivors washed up on the shores of Bangka Island, near Sumatra.

They were confronted by Japanese soldiers who ordered 21 nurses to line up and walk into sea 
where they were machine-gunned.  Vivian was the only survivor of this massacre.  She hid in the 
jungle for a few days and then surrendered to the Japanese.  She spent the next three and a half 
years in a POW camp in appalling conditions and brutal treatment.  Many of the nurses died in 
captivity.  Vivian was able to return to nursing after the War Years and had a very distinguished 
career with senior positions, including Matron of Fairfield Hospital in Melbourne. >>>
       

An ANZAC Commemorative Service, Friday 21st April 2017, was held at the Fred Ward Gardens 
in Curtin.  The Ode was delivered by Sub-Branch President, Jim Gilchrist.
    Prologue
         Fred Ward Gardens Manager, Libby Myers

We are assembled here to commemorate that immortal day when the young men of Australia by 
their deeds and sacrifice demonstrated to the world at Gallipoli and during WWI that Australia 
was truly a Nation.  The sons and daughters of ANZAC came forward without question, accepted 
gladly and discharged fully their responsibilities during WWII, Korea, Borneo, Vietnam and later 
operations in the Gulf, Rwanda, Somalia, Iraq, Timor and Afghanistan, as well as many other 
peacekeeping operations.  So let us mourn with pride, but let us also remember with equal pride, 
those who served and still live.



9

        Women in Wartime

Libby Oliver - Boer War - Sister Anderson on Sister Hine’s death on 7th August 1900:  “She 
died of an attack of pneumonia contracted in devotion to duty.  She was quite alone, with as many 
as twenty-six patients at one time, with no possibility of assistance or relief, and without sufficient 
nourishment”.
Elizabeth Savage - WWII - Letter from FHJ Fetherston, Lemnos, 1915:  “Had a desperately 
hard time at Lemnos with food, tents, mud and sickness, as well as great troubles with Colonel 
Fiaschi, who treated nurses shamefully - with no consideration whatever.. I believe the hospital 
would have collapsed but for the nurses.  They all worked like demons”.
Margo Beattie - Resident - Korea - Sister Patricia Oliver - 1951:  “There were certain dan-
gers in transporting the wounded in freezing conditions in unpressurised aeroplanes.  The condi-
tion of the patients were never ideal for evacuation but it was considered preferable to return them 
to Japan rather than have them remain in Korea any longer.  On one occasion, we had to fly so high 
because of the weather that I became semi-conscious from lack of oxygen”.
Staff member - Vietnam - Army Nurse Trish Ferguson - 1965:  “As soon as there was a contact, 
a siren would go all over the hospital as far down as the beach, and anyone who was off-duty, 
would either turn up or phone in and see how many wounded there were and if they were needed”.
Janet Nelson, Care Manager - Peacekeeping - Captain Carol Vaughan-Evans, Doctor in 
Rwanda, 1994:  “My role was to treat patients, and to organise their evacuation.  Certainly I 
wasn’t the only medical personnel.  I had medics there and I had soldiers acting as stretcher bear-
ers, but my primary focus was on getting people out alive.  I wasn’t focussed on the danger at all, 
in fact, it took people to remind me that I should keep my head down.  There was definately an 
element of danger”.

Right - Singapore, 1945.  Nurses from 2/10th and 2/13th 
Australian General Hospital and one survivor (Sister 
Mavis Hannah) from the 4th Casualty Clearing Station, 
aboard the SS Vyner Brooke when it sank.  After three 
and a half years as POWs, they arrived at an airfield 
after a flight  by a RAAF plane from Sumatra.  They 
wear their original uniforms, incomplete and oil-stained.

In 1947 Vivian  had the courage to give evidence at a War Crimes trial in Tokyo.  She had man-
aged to hide her diaries during her captivity, her records vital evidence at the trial regarding the 
Bangka Island Massacre.

  Once again, I acknowledge the incredible courage of
  Vivian and Australian Nurses in World War II

    Captain Betty Mahala Mills, (nee Wade)
    Queen Alexandra’s Royal Army Nursing Corps (Ret’d)
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Since my last report, we have had to increase the contribution from $11.00 to $13.00, the first for 
many years due to rising costs within the Irish Club.  Being one of the smaller, independent clubs, 
they are finding it increasingly difficult to stay ahead financially.  We are extremely grateful to the 
Irish Club for their unwavering support since our inception in early 2004, over 13 years ago.  They 
provide us with the venue, set it up in our configuration, provide tea and coffee and a cooked lunch 
at a reasonable charge.  All those who attend becoming members of the Irish Club (which is also 
an ACT Government regulation).

We have several people who have been coming each Friday for the 13 years of our existence.  This 
year is the 40th anniversary of the establishment of the first Day Club at Miranda in Sydney, which 
is still meeting each week.  The most remote Day Club is Norfolk Island, which I had the pleasure 
of visiting several years ago.  The newest, Morriset on the Central Coast.  There are 67 active Day
Clubs, some closing due to lack of members but usually due to lack of volunteers.  Queanbeyan is 
one that closed earlier this year.  It is a pity because they provide an outlet for lonely and margin-
alised seniors to get out and mix with others.  We provide education, entertainment, company and 
fellowship.  The network of Day Clubs reaching over 3,000 people weekly.

Each week we have a guest speaker or musical event.  Since March; on 3rd, Mr Alan Foskett, 
author and historian spoke of Canberra’s early days; the influence of Joseph Campbell, an early 
settler who established and built St John the Baptist Church, Duntroon, now the Royal Military 
College.  Another local historian, Mr Campbell Egan on the 10th spoke about people who have 
suburbs named after them in Weston Creek.  The theme for these speakers was around Canberra 
Week celebrated in early March.  There was no meeting on 17th as St. Patrick’s Day fell on a Fri-
day so the Irish Club had their own celebrations with breakfast and a big dinner.  On 24th, an event  

                 Eddison Day Club
  Peter Sutton - Chair and Co-ordinator

We are still averaging 40-55 members each week, varying with people getting
sick this time of year, others taking advantage of this time to visit family or
friends in warmer places.  The report in the March ‘Serviceman’ mentioned that it was very hot, 
but now we are facing the cooler months.  My reply is always that to ‘have warmer weather it has 
to get cold first’.

with one of our regular groups, “McQuoid’s Offer-
ing”, a local bush band providing the entertainment 
and on 31st Mr Glenn Brewer, Station Officer of the 
ACT Fire and Rescue spoke on “Safety in the Home” 
and the use of appliances, power boards, electric 
blankets and smoke alarms as well as devices en-
abling people to hear the radio or television without 
disturbing other members of the family.

On 7th April, an Easter theme as the following Friday 
was Good Friday so no meeting. >>>
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This day we had an Easter Hat Parade with prizes for those who had taken the time to make a hat.  
On 21st the theme was ANZAC Day with the ‘Military Wives Choir’ singing war time tunes as 
well as modern songs.  This encourages people to sing along with tunes they know.  Continuing 
with the ANZAC theme, on 28th we had the winners of the Essay Competition, run in conjunction 
with the ANZAC and Peace Ceremony.  From years 5 and 6, the winners receive a bursary to 
assist with their education.  The standard of these essays is excellent for students so young.

On 5th May, we had three PhD dietician students from the ANU to talk about diet and the calorie 
count of many popular foods.  The following Friday, Dr Amanda Laugesen, from the School of 
Languages spoke about swearing in our culture.  Amanda has attended several times and is an 
interesting and knowledgeable speaker.  The School produces the ‘Australian Dictionary’ which 
comes in two volumes and lists words and phrases unique to Australia.  On 19th May, Mr Glenn 
Vermeulen from the ‘Deafness Resource Centre’ in Holder came to give a very informative talk 
on the latest devices to assist people with hearing loss.  Of particular interest was a visual and 
vibrating smoke alarm to warn people of danger of smoke or fire, and on 26th Mr Karl James from 
the Australian War Memorial came to speak of the role of a historian at the AWM.  He spoke of 
how they assist people research the life, and sometimes death of family members who have been 
on active duty.

Sub-Branch Chaplain, Rev. Roger ‘Mick’ O’Donnell came on 2nd June to speak about his forth-
coming novel.  Mick has written several books which weave some facts into an intriguing tale of 
murder and/or mystery and the theme on the 9th was for Her Majesty, Queen Elizabeth II birthday.  
This day we had another regular, Ms Liz Lumb to entertain us with a sing-a-long of war-time hits, 
standards, combined with some modern songs.  Words of the songs are displayed on the large 
screen to allow members to join in.  Yours truly plays along with Liz on a snare drum.  This day 
was also a celebration of the 40th Anniversary Party for the Day Club Network.  Department of 
Veterans’ Affairs in Sydney provided balloons and a specially produced large printed table cloth 
for us to keep.  The 16th was an interesting day when we had an Afghanistan Veteran, and Youth 
Worker, Mr Zac Byers along to share his story of abuse, domestic violence and Active Service 
in 2011.  Since his discharge from the Army, Zac has ben working in Canberra, Queanbeyan and 
surrounds with youth who have ‘gone off the rails’, speaking of homelessness, drug addition and 
involvement in crime.

Ms Julie Cronin is the organiser and coordinator of guest speakers/entertainers for the Day Club 
and does a marvellous job arranging a varied and interesting program.  We are indeed lucky in 
Canberra having a wide selection of organisations from which we can draw interesting and infor-
mative guest speakers.

Anyone can attend the Eddison Day Club, you do not need any connection with the Services.  The 
only requirement is to be independently toilet and reasonably mobile.  Please contact the Woden 
Valley Sub-Branch if you know of somebody who would benefit from attending the Day Club, 
either as a member or a volunteer, of which we are always in need.  The Sub-Branch will then 
inform me and we can pass on more information about how we operate.
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  The Tragedy of HMAS Perth I and Crew
        Dr Kathryn Spurling

The history of the RAN cruiser, HMAS Perth I is more than the 1,000 courageous men who 
served.  They did not see themselves as courageous; they were simply serving their nation. They 
thought it would be a big adventure but soon found war was an enduring nightmare.

At just after 2300 on the last day of February 1942, HMAS Perth entered Sunda Strait with USS 
Houston close behind.  Allied intelligence had said the Strait was clear.  It wasn’t.  Perth’s 6” 
guns belched angry orange flames and according to one seaman it was quickly ‘mad bedlam with 
flashes of guns and horrific din - it was like a bar-room brawl’.

Ordinary Seaman Frank Chattaway was the loader on the port 4” gun.  He worked at a frenetic 
pace, surrounded by noise and smoke.  Ordinary Seaman David Manning was in a lookout posi-
tion and wasn’t sure why given it was clear his ship was surrounded by the enemy.  He became 
fascinated by the searchlights.  The Japanese ships took turns to bathe Perth in light to intensify 
their attack.  Acting Able Seaman John Woods in the No.2 lookout position was having the widlest 
ride of his life.  All around him guns fired, so many enemy guns he gave up counting.  He wasn’t 
sure what had happened when the first torpedo hit, but had figured it out by the time the second 
tore into his ship.

He thought of his mother back home and all she had been through since his father, a wounded 
WWI veteran had died.  He prayed ‘Look after the family, God, and try to look after me if you 
can’.  Manning needed to abandon ship so he cut free a float and sent it over the port side.  An 
inner voice cautioned him against following the float and he watched as it drifted astern and dis-
appeared in the suction and wash.  Perhaps there was power in prayer after all.

Sub Lieutenant Gavin Campbell was in charge of the aft machine gun.  A cacophony of noise and 
light assaulted his senses.  When the second torpedo hit he was thrown onto wreckage that littered 
the deck.  He realised his leg was broken so he crawled to the side and fell overboard.  He knew 
not who, but someone grabbed him and pulled him into a float.  David Manning moved to the 
quarterdeck and shook hands with his mate Frank Chattaway and they wished each other ‘Good 
luck’.

There was a reluctance to leave the ship because it was their home.  Chataway remembered ‘after 
a short fervent prayer, I jumped over the side’.  Manning took off his boots and placed them care-
fully as if they were ready for inspection. The brain acts strangely under great stress.  Manning 
helped other sailors throw rafts over the side but instead of following them he paused because his 
life jacket was not fully inflated.  He was fumbling with the inlet valve when the fourth torpedo 
hit, and he plummeted into the water and rapidly tumbled down and down.  When he finally sur-
faced his ship had sunk.  Those he helped with the rafts were killed - fate is fickle.  The attention 
of the men struggling in Sunda Strait turned to the heavy cruiser USS Houston.  Battered in sub-
mission Houston slid beneath the surface to rejoin Perth in one last rendezvous.
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For the survivors of Perth fighting to stay alive in Sunda Strait this 1st March 1942 physical 
hardship took on new meaning.  By the time the first shards of morning light appeared there were 
fewer alive.  Able Seaman Woods’s arms were sore from hanging on to a float.  He decided to 
make a swim for the nearest island and pushed off but the current grabbed him, spun him around 
and pulled him under.  Another sailor pulled him onto a raft.  Chattaway was a non-swimmer so 
was forced to decline the invitation to accompany six others in a swim for the island.  He may 
have felt regret in the moments that followed as he clung to the raft but discovered later that none 
survived that swim.  Frank Chattaway stayed alive because of his inability to swim.

Only 319 of Perth’s crew of 681 survived the sinking ensuring long hours in the ocean.  When 
they came ashore they thought they were saved but the next chapter of their lives defied de-
scription.  One sailor tried, saying it was, ‘Hell on Earth’.  As Japanese prisoners-of-war these 
survivors of an Australian warship suffered great cruelty and privations.  As they toiled on the 
infamous Burma Thai railway they cherished being ‘navy’ in a sea of khaki and realised the value 
of mateship.  A group of four Perth sailors which included David Manning gave themselves a 
group name, an anagram of their home suburbs.  Sadly only two would return.

Perth prisoners realised they needed to do more than work as slave labour, they needed to keep 
their minds active and former teacher Chattaway pestered anyone with his mathematical and 
grammar quizzes.  They learnt to be enterprising.  Manning appointed himself camp librarian not 
only to have access to valuable reading material but there was an added bonus.  Manning says 
if he were to become a POW again he hoped he carried with him the complete works of Shake-
speare; not because he is a particular lover of the author but smokers needed book pages to roll 
their own cigarettes and Manning could provide a lot of smokers with those; of course at a profit.

They learnt a new definition of bravery.  Gavin Campbell argued with a guard wanting to work the 
men too hard.  Gavin was tall, the guard was short.  The angry guard decided to stand on a railway 
line to deliver a hard face slap.  Gavin swayed at just the right time and the guard fell over.  Prison-
ers held their breath but at least this time there was no beating.  A sense of humour of course was 
most valued on the long cruel days as a POW and Australians were renowned for it.  Like when a 
bunch of Americans watched a band of Perth sailors march into one POW camp and shouted an 
encouraging ‘Don’t worry Aussie, Uncle Sam is on his way’.  To which was returned ‘Why, have 
the Japanese caught him too?’  But all the willpower and sense of humour was not enough and a 
further 105 Perth sailors died as POWs.  Only 214 of 681 returned home.

There was a luminous quality about the men who survived, a quality common amongst those who 
faced great adversity - it was easy to envy them this, not the horror they saw but how they cheated 
death and because of this truly appreciated life.

Footnote:  David Manning is one of two HMAS Perth I survivors alive in 2017.  He lives in Bal-
larat, Victoria.
Dr Kathryn Spurling was a member of the WRANS and dedicated her book Cruel conflict: the 
triumph and tragedy of HMAS Perth I to her late husband CMDR Nigel Spurling, Weapons Engi-
neering Officer 1982-83 HMAS Perth II.
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   91st ACT RSL Congress in 2017

The 91st Annual Congress was held in the Helenic Club on Friday 17th March 2017.  Speakers 
included MP Dan Tehan, Minister for Veterans’ Affairs, Shadow Minister for Veterans’ Affairs 
and Defence Personnel Amanda Rushworth, Acting RSL National President, Robert Dick, Wing 
Commander Sharon Bown (Retd) and retiring ACT RSL President Peter Eveille along with mem-
bers of the various ACT RSL Branches and guests.  Below right Minister Dan Tehan addressed 
the Congress.

Peter Sutton, Reg Gillard and Jan Ormerod all 
received Life Membership presented by Sha-
ron Bown and retiring ACT RSL President 
Peter Eveille.  Dave Mills, retiring ACT RSL 
Office Manager was awarded a Meritorious 
Medal for his work with the RSL.
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50 Year RSL Membership Certificates were pre-
sented to members, Everard Cotterill, Raymond 
Aitchison, Donald Cameron and Murray Craw-
ford, all presented by Sharon Bown and Peter 
Eveille.

Below - A private visit on the 9th Feb 2017 
where another 50 Year Membership Certificate 
was presented by President Jim Gilchrist to Al-
bert Leonard (Len) Rich in a Nursing Home in 
Queanbeyan.  Sadly, Albert passed away on 20th 
Feb 2017 aged 94.

ANZAC Day 2017 
and ACT Sub-Branch-
es marched as a single 
group behind the new 
banner representing 
Sub-Branches in the 
ACT and carried by 
visiting Berri, (South 
Australia) cadets, Ross 
Anderson and Cadeyn 
Mullins.
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         ANZAC & Peace Ceremony –– Eddison Park 2017

Like 2016, this year the weather on Wednesday 5th April was perfect for our ANZAC & Peace 
Ceremony.  Although a couple of our regular schools did not participate this year, we still had a 
good roll-up to an excellent ceremony.

Sub-Branch Patron, His Excellency Mr Chris Seed, New Zealand High Commissioner was Guest 
Speaker, the Director-General of ACT Education Directorate, Ms Natalie Howson gave the open-
ing address and Mrs Pam Yonge, only surviving member of the Eddison family attended with her 
daughter Sue.  We were entertained by the ACT Combined Schools Band.

MC Mike Taylor announced our essay competition winners, with First Place winner Shiori Ishi-
kawa, Farrer Public School reading her excellent essay.  The other winners were Josephine Den-
drinos, Holy Trinity, and Annamieke Brown, Mawson Public School.

Above, Mr Chris Seed, Ms Natalie Howson, Mrs Pam Yonge, Mr Robert Dick and guests.  Above 
right, Schools Band and assembled school children.  Below left, Ms Natalie Howson giving the 
opening address and right with Sub-Branch President Jim Gilchrist, Mike Taylor and essay com-
petition winners presentation ceremony.
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Above left, Representatives of the National Mili-
tary Re-enactment Group, Harry Lok in Navy uni-
form and John Potter, Army uniform.

Above, Sub-Branch Chaplain Mick O’Donnell 
with students from Sacred Heart School in Pearce 
and left East Timor veteran Shaun van Duren with 
his son Wilhelmus in front of Mick’s pride and joy, 
‘Betty’ the jeep.

Essay competition winner Shiori Ishikiwa 
reading her essay and left, Students from the 
Combined Schools Band singing the National 
Anthems of New Zealand and Australia.
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           Veterans Australian Adventure

Vietnam veteran, 71-year old Rob Eade set off from Baldivis, Western Australia on a 3-year, 
35,000 Kilometer adventure intending to lay approximately 600 Australian flags as a tribute to 
honour veterans killed in conflicts from Vietnam through to current conflicts.  It is intended that 
the flags be laid at Memorials in the town where they enlisted or the town of their birth.

Mr Eade said he was inspired by American, 
Mike Ehredt, who ran across the United States 
laying a flag every mile for each life lost in the 
Afghanistan conflict laying over 6,550 flags.

Originally from Cessnock NSW, Mr Eade 
served 21 years in the Australian Army as a 
cook spending 12 months in Nui Dat during the 
Vietnam war and reflects gratefully on the fact 
he made it through the conflict unscathed, but 
never forgets those who lost their lives.

“Being a cook, I was lucky” he said, “alhough I did have to perform other duties including a 
couple of patrols as they were expected of us.  “They weren’t big ones but they did scare me, not 
knowing what was going to happen, but I’m still here and there were 520 that didn’t come home”.  
This ride is intended to coincide with the 50th anniversary of the Battle of Long Tan.

                From the sign on Rob’s trike:
 REMEMBRANCE RIDE OZ
    LAYING OF FLAGS IN BIRTH TOWNS        
    FOR VETERANS WHO PAID THE
            SUPREME SACRIFICE
        FROM VIETNAM TO CURRENT
      WAR/CONFLICTS
     LEST WE FORGET

The journey can be followed on Rob’s Face-
book page - “Remembrance Ride OZ”

Below, Rob, his dog Ginge, President Jim 
Gilchrist, Hilton Leonard, Bart Thomas and 
your Editor at the flag laying ceremony at the 
Australian War Memorial.
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  War at Sea - The Navy in World War I
        Exhibition at Canberra Grammar Senior School
          Mrs Diana Hill - Defence Transition Mentor

The National Maritime Museum’s graphic panel exhibition, ‘War at Sea - the Navy in WWI’ has 
proved a popular centenary exhibit at Canberra Grammar School this term.

Mr Bob Cremer represented the Woden Valley Sub-Branch at a viewing of the exhibition hosted 
by some of the senior school Defence Students.  Mrs Diana Hill, the school’s Defence Transition 
Mentor (DTM), says that the school has approximately 140 Defence Students across its primary 
and secondary campuses.  “Some students find it difficult to cope when a parent is deployed.  Our 
job is to assist students of ADF families by linking them with others who may have had similar 
experiences or by referring them to the school counsellor, or to Kids Smart, Kookaburra and other 
Defence Community Organisations sponsored programs”.

The display, one of 10 currently touring Australia, and open in various locations including schools, 
town halls, council chambers, libraries and RSL Clubs will tour throughout the WWI centenary 
period in more than 110 venues.  It draws on the personal accounts of WWI Navy Servicemen - 
through diaries, mementoes, ship’s logs and letters home - to tell their incredible stories of bravery 
and sacrifice amidst the drudgery of life at sea, patrolling, blockading and escorting troopships.  It 
also explores the mystery surrounding the loss of Australia’s first submarine AE1 and the role of 
the Royal Australian Bridging Train at Gallipoli in 1915.

The exhibition consists of eight display panels and four short videos which delve into different 
aspects of the Navy’s involvement in the Great War, largely through the voices of the servicemen 
who were there.  

Canberra Grammar Students with Mrs Diana 
Hill and your editor at the display in the Snow 
Centre building, Canberra Grammar School.
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                 The Silent Service
      Darwin Harbour - 1943
    Donald Balfour

The Order-of-the-Day was painting the ship’s side, a job primarily undertaken by the seaman branch, 
with Leading Seaman Paddy Ryan in charge.  Paddy, a man of few words and a long time member 
of the Royal Australian Navy treated newcomers with tolerance, but I thought sometimes wore a 
somewhat puzzled expression, as though wondering how it could be that a ship of His Majesty’s 
Navy could, in wartime, include amongst its crew a number of seamen only recently out of school 
or on their first job.

Be that as it may, the painting crew were each issued with a pot of paint and a brush.  Planks had 
been secured at just above sea level from which we would operate.  I secured my pot of paint to 
a lanyard, secured the lanyard to the ship’s rail, and lowered the implements to the position from 
which I proposed to operate.

Letting go of the lanyard, I was surprised to see the lanyard unravel, and it, with the paint and 
brush attached, disappear beneath the waters of the harbour.  Being a young, inexperienced, but 
conscientious Ordinary Seaman, I reported the incident to Leading Seaman Paddy.

The following conversation was brief.
Me: “Pot of paint and brush gone”.
Paddy:  “Where?”
Me:  “Over the side”.
Paddy: “Get your cap!”

With my cap on, as was required when fronting an Officer, I was ‘introduced’ to the Officer-Of-The-
Watch, who, upon receiving Paddy’s report, ‘imposed a penalty of one weeks jankers’, (punishment) 
learning to tie knots under supervision.  This to be done at a time when I would ordinarily be off duty.

I don’t know about learning to tie knots, but I learnt to be silent after that.
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   ANZAC & Peace Schools Ceremony Essay Competition
   Winning Essay  ––  2017

                Shiori Ishikawa - Farrer Public School

                         What ANZAC means to me

When I first read the task I thought, this essay isn’t really for me as none of my family have served 
in the Australian Army.  But then I realised that I am here today writing this essay in a peaceful 
quiet environment because of what all those brave young Australians did for our country back in 
Gallipoli in 1915 and also what they do for us today.

My family has some pretty interesting, but different, history in war.  My dad is from Hiroshima, 
Japan.  In 1945 the first atomic bomb was dropped on Hiroshima city.  The radiation spread for 
kilometres and the people that were in the area where the bomb had exploded died almost instantly.  
Even after the bombing had finished the effect of the radiation was still very great.

My great grandfather was one of the people that was indirectly affected by the bomb.  He was in 
a hospital near Hiroshima city that was looking after a lot of people that were suffering from the 
bomb and as he was exposed to the radiation, he died from leukemia at a young age.

On my Mum’s side of the family my Grandparents had to leave Iran due to religious persecution.  
Here in Australia they have found a home where they can practise their beliefs without imprisonment.  
That is because of the willingness that the ANZACs showed to make Australia a peaceful society 
where everyone can safely believe what they want to believe without any fear.  Whilst none of my 
family has served in the Australian military, the ANZAC spirit still touches our lives and hearts.

Their sacrifices have made a very big impact on the country that we live in today.  Their effort has 
made Australia a free country so everyone can wear, believe and eat what they want.

You don’t have to have been born in Australia but I still think that everyone should appreciate 
the ANZACs.  It doesn’t matter if you have been here for one year or your whole life.  Every 
time you find yourself enjoying life with your friends and family, remember the ANZACs and 
be grateful that you’re not surrounded by war and that you and your family have opportunities to 
live a wonderful life.

Writing this essay has reminded me of how much the ANZAC sacrifice means to me, every single 
day.
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LEST WE FORGET
“The price of Liberty is Eternal Vigilance”

     “They shall grow not old, as we that are left grow old;    
         Age shall not weary them, nor the years condemn.

        At the going down of the sun, and in the morning
         We will remember them.”

    
   Peter (Pete) Ryan OAM, Albert Leonard (Len) Rich,
       Derek Roylance AM, Murray Crawford,
  Henryk (Frank) Kustra, Alban Tankey, Richard Tulip 

    
   

   2017 POPPY APPEAL

  VOLUNTEER SELLERS ARE NEEDED AT
  WODEN PLAZA AND COOLEMAN COURT
           from Mon 6th to Sat 11th November.

 We seek volunteers, members and/or their family, who can give a few
 hours of their time to assist in this worthy cause. Please leave your name
 and contact details at the Sub-Branch office, phone: 6285 1931, or
   email:  admin@rslwoden.org.au.

 Our pool of volunteers is dwindling and we would greatly appreciate
 any additional assistance in either of the above centres during the
   periods indicated above.  
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   ANZAC & Peace Ceremony
   2nd Place Essay Competition

         Josephine Dendrinos  ––  Holy Trinity, Class 6

       What ANZAC means to me!

It is 1914 and guns start firing, starting a war that has forever changed our history.  While we can 
never go back in time and change the countless periods of fighting, we can take the experience 
filtering it into positive benefits, leaving behind the years of horror hopefully never to be repeated 
again.  As I studied the ANZAC heroes I was captivated by the women who displayed the ANZAC 
spirit, in particular Vivien Bullwinkel.  Every hero has a story.  Hers was an eventful, tough story.  
In her life, she pushed through, never giving up.  She displayed qualities of courage, service and 
mateship in the face of the greatest adversity.  To me it is these qualities, vivid in everything she 
did, that are what made her an ANZAC.

Vivien Bullwinkel and her fellow nurses were on their way to Singapore to nurse wounded soldiers, 
little did they know there were Japanese troops waiting upon their arrival.  On the 14th February 
1942 a Japanese aircraft attacked their ship, the Vyner Brooke, sinking it.  Vivien Bullwinkel, 
along with 22 other nurses survived, eventually making it to shore two days later.  None of the 
nurses wanted to flee Singapore, as they felt their life belonged with the wounded soldiers.  Less 
than 48 hours later, most had been executed.  Fortunately for wounded Australian soldiers, there 
was one survivor, her name was Vivien Bullwinkel, shot but alive.  She found an injured soldier 
and dragged him to a hidden shelter.  Every day she would go the nearby village to get food and 
medicine.  Sadly the injured man died and she was captured, spending three years in a Japanese 
prisoner of war camp.  After her time there, she went on continuing to nurse.

When we think about the ANZAC heroes, it is generally the soldiers that first pop into our minds, but 
what about the nurses who nursed them and the undeniable service they gave?  Vivien Bullwinkel 
and her fellow nurses were so determined to serve with their minds set never to give up.  On the 
beach with Japanese execution squad, Matron Irene Drummond called out, “Chin up girls, I’m 
proud of you and I love you all”.  At the moment of death they drew on their mateship, strength 
and courage.  I find it remarkable in the fact that after her time in the war camp, she continued 
serving and nursing those in need, setting her own needs aside.

What inspires me most about Vivien Bullwinkel’s story is her determination and willingness to 
participte in saving our country.  She showed that women and not just the men, felt the same passion 
and also gave their lives to the war effort.  These women are my hero’s because they came to save 
lives not to take them, and this is what matters the most to me.
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   ANZAC & Peace Ceremony
               3rd Place Essay Competition

                         What ANZAC Day means to me.

      Annamieke Brown  ––  Mawson Primary School
         
ANZAC Day is important to me because my family has a long connection with the military from 
World War I to today.

Both Mum and Dad served in the Australian Army, with my Dad going away on many overseas 
deployments.  My grandfather served in the Royal Australian Air Force.  My great grandparents 
first experienced the ANZAC Day traditions growing up, hearing stories of the ANZAC spirit of 
resilience, courage and mateship passed down from their fathers and uncles who served in WWI.  
This helped my great grandfather and his brothers during the hardships of military service in the 
Pacific during WW2.

During WW2 when her father, uncles and brothers went away to war my great grandmother Nana 
Brown and her sisters, went to work in factories and fields as well as raising children and volun-
teering in the community.  Today when Dad goes away Mum has to do the jobs around the house 
that he usually does.  This can be hard but we are very proud of the difficult job my Dad is doing 
and learning about the ANZAC spirit helps me understand.

When my Dad deploys I send him care packages of lollies, photos and letters just like Nana Brown 
would have done.  Today we are lucky that the deployments are shorter, only months, not years 
like in WW2.  We can also send emails, receive phone and video calls which helps to not miss 
each other so much.

Sadly some of Nana Brown’s uncles and brothers never came home from WW2.  On ANZAC 
Day during the commemorative service we remember those who did not come home from WWI, 
WW2 and other conflicts since then.  I know how scary it is to say goodbye and not know when 
you might see someone you love again, so on ANZAC Day I am thankful how lucky I am that my 
Dad came home.

On ANZAC Day, I look forward to the Dawn Service.  Last year my Dad was posted to Singapore 
and I attended a very special dawn service at the Kranji War Cemetery.  We were able to pay our 
respects at the graves of those who died during the Fall of Singapore in WW2, and also the graves 
from those who had died of their war wounds coming home on hospital ships from WWI.

On ANZAC Day I feel sad but also very proud of my family history when remembering the AN-
ZAC spirit.
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 National Vietnam
 Veterans Museum
        Sonia Hogg
   Sales & Events Executive, at the NVVM

When you visit Phillip Island, don’t miss 
the National Vietnam Veterans Museum.
The NVVM seeks to remember, interpret 
and understand the experience of the vet-
erans of Australia’s longest war and the en-
during impact of the war on society.

Located in Veterans Drive (next to the airfield on the main Phillip Island Road) this volunteer 
created and run museum is  home to a huge collection of artifacts, both large and small, interpreted 
with information, imagery and audio, using our fantastic InfoWand devices and touch screens.  It 
will keep you, your family and friends engaged for the length of your visit.

‘Our museum talks to you’.  Starting with the holographic Light and Sound Show, this helps vis-
itors understand the significance of Australian military involvement by outlining the causes and 
consequences of the conflict.  You can then investigate this era by seeing it through the eyes of 
Vietnam Veterans.

At NVVM you will see the conscription ballot balls used in the system of National Service that 
divided our nation.  You will walk beneath and around such key vehicles as helicopters, a tank, 
even a Canberra bomber used in Vietnam.  See yourself in the boots of a Tunnel Rat or the helmet 
of a Chopper Pilot.

Endlessly fascinating and absorting, no matter what age group.  Expect the unexpected and allow 
a minimum of 1 and a half hours for your visit.

The Nui Dat Café is open 6 days a week for scrumptious light refreshments and beverages.

  •  Guided tours are available for groups and schools.  Contact the museum directly.
  •  Easy Access Facility - All visitors are able to access our museum and are able to view all of  
     our exhibits
  •  We are wheelchair accessible and have disabled facilities available.  We have wheelchairs           
     and walkers available for use
  •  No charge for carers or teachers
  •  Free locals pass - call the museum for details
  •  Keep an eye on our website for upcoming events  (www.vietnamvetsmuseum.org)

Hours:  Open daily 10:00am - 5:00pm including weekends
Closed:  Good Friday, Christmas Eve, Christmas Day, Boxing Day and New Years Day.
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With an organised group from the Southern Cross Travel Club, I visited Phillip Island 26-31 
March and was very impressed with the size of the museum and the amount of equipment and 
paraphernalia they have on display.  It is an independent museum founded and built by Vietnam 
Veterans and run by volunteers and is a credit to their dedication.  The Nui Dat Café provided our 
lunch under the wing of a Canberra Bomber.  A visit well worth the effort and I intend to return 
to spend more time looking.
Other island attractions included the Penguin Parade (I only counted about 15),  lunched on Chur-
chill Island, visited the Koala Conservation Centre and enjoyed a twilight cruise on Westernport.  
A great trip.  (the wine wasn’t bad either... Ed)  
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  ANZAC Day 8:00am Service - Eddison Park

Despite the occasional shower we had a good roll-up for our early Service at Eddison Park.  We 
were not prepared for what was to happen later when we attended the ANZAC Parade March and 
Service - especially those who didn’t think they needed to take their umbrella or coat.

As well as Sub-Branch members, other guests 
braved the conditions for the service.  A con-
tingent from the Woden Valley Sea Scouts were 
welcome guests.

Below Mr Ben Therp-Olesen, a Sub-Branch 
member and originally a member of the Danish 
Royal Guards attended along with President Jim 
Gilchrist, his wife Kay and local MLA Mr Chris 
Steel from the Electorate of Murrumbidgee in 
the ACT.
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      ANZAC Eve Dinner 2017

A pleasant evening for our ANZAC Eve Dinner.  Guest speaker Ms Georgie Macris spoke of her 
new role as CEO of RSL National.  Georgie joined the communications arm of RSL National in 
2016 graduating to acting CEO in December and confirmed in the role in March 2017.

As well as the address by Georgie, guests also 
heard speeches from President, Jim Gilchrist, 
and Sub-Branch Patron, His Excellency Mr Chris 
Seed, NZ High Commissioner to Australia.

She brings a wealth of contemporary corporate, 
social and government knowledge as well as per-
sonal experience of veterans’ issues.  Before the 
RSL, Georgie was head of communications for 
the Royal Commission into Institutional Respons-
es to Child Sexual Abuse from 2012-14, and prior 
to that she worked for the Department of Veterans’ 
Affairs.
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     ANZAC CENTENNIAL MEMORIAL GUN PROJECT
    Ian Ahearn

The Vision:  To create a living memorial to all who served in the Great War and the horses  
       that supported them.
The Mission:  To deploy the gun, limber, horses and drivers for ANZAC Centennary
         commemorative events from 2015 to 2018.

The Royal Australian Artillery Historical Company (RAAHC) initiated a unique project in 2013 
to commemorate the Centenary of ANZAC.  The project has been a daunting task and has in-
volved the restoration of an original World War I, 18-Pounder, its ammunition limber, the acqui-
sition/restoration of harness and saddles, the recruitment of gun detachments, the acquisition of 
horses, the collection and restoration of shells from World War I battlefields and the replication of 
period uniforms. Right, the gun before restoration.

Spent rounds were collected from European bat-
tlefields where Australians were engaged.  The 
rounds will be carried in the limber and serve 
as an introduction to the history of the battles.  
Horse/Driver training has been carried out by 
Max Pearce of Beauwood Stud in Goulburn.  
Training has occurred over many months with 
care taken to match horse pairs.  Horsemen and 
women ride postillion and known as “Drivers”.  
Current drivers, Wes Leseberg, Luke Dowell,  
Kerrie Stewart and Sandy McMillan are from Jugiong, Gundagai and Goulburn.

It soon became obvious that a means of transporting the gun and limber was needed.  Dean Trail-
ers in Bowral built a trailer.  The team has attended 25 events in 4 States and plans to be present at 
events in Tasmania, South Australia and Western Australia.  On the 15th April 2015 the Team was 
officially welcomed to Canberra by the Governor General, Sir Peter Cosgrove.

ANZAC Day 2015 in Canberra was a major milestone for the project when the Team led the 
parade onto the Australian War Memorial forecourt.  The vision partly achieved with the Team 
passing the saluting point during the National ANZAC Day Commemoration.  A Gunning re-en-
actment of the Kangaroo March began in Wagga Wagga and the RAAHC joined it in Gunning on 
22nd September 2015.      >>>
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Left - ANZAC Day 2015 in Canberra.

Goulburn also participated in the Kangaroo 
March on 26th September 2015, where it was 
reviewed by the Governor of NSW General 
David Hurley.

On 3rd October the Team attended the Moss 
Vale part of the Kangaroo March and partic-
ipated in the commemoration in Inverell in 
January 2016.

The gun is capable of firing blanks and the inau-
gural firing took place at Jugiong on 25th February 
2017, shown right.

The Passchendaele Salute 2017.

The Team has been invited to attend The Pass-
chendaele Salute 2017, under the patronage of 
Mr Gordon Campbell, High Commissioner for 
Canada.  It will take place on the morning of 10th 
November 2017 at Fort Seclin, Northern France.

The aim is to hold a service of remembrance and fire 100 rounds to commemorate the Centenary 
of the end of the Battle of Passchendaele.  The commemoration is not funded and participants 
have to fund their presence.

The salute will consist of at least 10 Great War guns each drawn out in turn by a team of horses: 
  • 4 x 18pwdrs;
  • 3 x 13pwdrs;
  • 1 x 4.5 Howitzer;
  • 2 x French 75s;
  • 13pwrd A/A gun on a Pierce Arrow 1917 lorry, and;
  • Guns from both Belgian and French museums.

Sponsors, Veteran organisations and individual donors have provided over $200,000 to make the 
vision a reality.  Further sponsorship and donations will be required to attend and for the Team to 
continue appearances until November 2018.  The Royal Australian Artillery Historical Company 
is a not-for-profit organisation and is a registered charity.

All members of the team in the RAAHC are volunteers.  More volunteers are needed both as 
drivers and for general duties.  Interested persons should email 18pounder@artilleryhistory.org 
or call Woden Valley Sub-Branch member, Ian Ahearn:  0417 691 741.
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   Afghanistan Invictus Trials
      Alex Melliunas - Afghanistan

On 13th May 2017, the NATO mission in Afghanistan hosted trials for the Afghan Invictus team.  
At the event’s opening, US Gen. John W. Nicholson, NATO Commander in Afghanistan, said the 
games in Toronto will be the largest Invictus Games ever, with more than 550 competitors from 17 
nations, with 13 of those 17 nations having sent soldiers to Afghanistan at some point.

General Nicholson said, “This isn’t just about the warriors who will be competing, it is about the 
support and the celebration of a warrior’s spirit, and recognition of the sacrifices that you and the 
other competitors have made”.

About 40 athletes participated in Kabul but only seven, along with several alternates were chosen 
for the team that competes in Toronto in events including indoor rowing, seated volleyball and 
power lifting.  I was a ‘coach’ for the fightin’ 215th Wounded Warriors - this unit hailed from Hel-
mand province in southern Afghanistan and over the years had experienced ongoing battles and 
suffered significant casualties.  The spirit of the Afghans competing was inspiring, many ampu-
tees and wheelchair bound soldiers gave their best efforts in the competitions.

On the day, many Australian soldiers offered the limited spare time to support this event and 
helped make it a success.

Below, Board Member Alex Melliunas pictured with Afghan soldiers. 
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      Canberra Hospital ANZAC Commemorative Service
                       Wednesday 19th April 2017

A Remembrance Service was held in the Hospital’s Veterans’ Remembrance Garden for patients 
unable to attend regular ANZAC Day Services.  Mr Ron Sheargold (Dark & Stormies) gave the 
welcome address, then Mr Jim Gilchrist, Woden Valley RSL Sub-Branch President read the Re-
quiem, and a Catafalque Party provided by HMAS Harman.  

A choir from the ‘Veteran Singers’ also attended.  The ANZAC Address was by Guest Speaker 
Colonel M. Doug Sachs, US Senior Defence Official/Defence Attaché and later wreaths laid by 
members of the various organisations represented at the event.

Colonel M. Doug Sachs, ANZAC Address...

“Today we are gathered to honour the courage, 
fortitude, sacrifice and legacy of the ANZACs.  The 
words “Lest We Forget” are in everyone’s hearts, 
and for good reason.  We owe our freedom and our 
prosperity to the noble ANZACs and to the brave 
men and women who followed in their footsteps.  
Men and women who wore, and wear a uniform, 
who serve in order to defend their countries, their 
families and their values.

Americans understand perfectly the poetic Australian short-hand of “Lest we Forget”.  It reminds 
us of President Abraham Lincoln’s Gettysburg Address, delivered in the wake of the bloodiest 
battle of the American Civil War:

“It is for us the living, rather, to be dedicated here to the unfinished work which they, who fought 
here, have thus far so nobly advanced.  It is rather for us to be here dedicated to the great task 
remaining before us - that from these honoured dead we take increased devotion to that cause for 
which they gave the last full measure of devotion”.
        >>>
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Veterans, their families, and the hospital staff who care for those returned from war, have lived 
lives shaped by such devotion.  The experience of war is an experience I know all too well.  War 
touches many who never signed up to fight, but still are on the front lines. 

Thank you to all the veterans, and each and every one of you who take care of veterans, for your 
service.  Your dedication and resolve is a testament to the indomitable spirit of the ANZACs and 
the Australian way.

It is not only Australia, however, that owes its veterans and those who support them a great debt.  
The United States of America does too.  American forces have fought shoulder-to-shoulder and 
side-by-side with Australians in every single major military conflict of the last two centuries.  The 
US-Australia alliance was not born of pen and paper.  It was born in battle and sealed with blood 
spilled in wars which occured long before the signature of a treaty.  And it is sustained to this day 
by our soldiers, sailors, airmen, marines, and diggers who train together and fight together - from 
the Top End to the Middle East.

Our alliance has been built brick by brick by their heroism and courage of our militaries and of 
ordinary citizens alike.  It is an alliance of nations and peoples who share more than just an ocean.  
We share a common vision of the world and of our place in it.  It is a vision of a world that is fair, 
free, and just.

We have been working toward this vision for a long time.  The American and Australian tradition of 
fighting together to defend and secure freedom began in World War I.  On July 4th 1918, three years 
after Gallipoli, Australia’s great general, General Sir John Monash led 7,000 Australian diggers and 
1,000 American infantrymen into the Battle of Hamel.  It was the first time American and Australian 
troops put their lives in each other’s hands.  This year, we remember the 75th Anniversaries of the 
Bombing of Darwin and the Battle of the Coral Sea, a battle where Admiral Nimitz committed half 
of the United States Pacific Carriers to the battle, not because we had a treaty, but because it was 
the right thing to do.  Nearly 100 years later, we still have each other’s backs.

As we stand together for a more peaceful, more principled world, we honor the ANZACs sacrifice 
and we fulfill their promise.
    LEST WE FORGET
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  Can You Hear Me?
    Mervyn Laurie Hill

On the 3rd September, 1935, my 10th birthday, my brother Cliff and 
I were lying on the carpet in front of the brand new console radio 
listening to the kids program.  The announcer was reading birthday 
greetings, and I got a big surprise when she announced my name 
and told me to look behind the sofa.  On top of my present was a 
battery that I had seen, in a magazine called ‘Radio and Hobbies’, 
with instructions on how to make a telephone using this battery.  By 
collecting and selling beer bottles I was able to buy two old upright 
telephones.  Connecting wires and a battery, I gave it to Cliff who 
moved fifty yards away, and with the circuit completed

spoke into the mouthpiece “Can you hear me?” and was thrilled when he said, “yes”.
From then on we had a lot of fun with our own personal phones.  In those days
professional wrestling was broadcast late at night but our mother insisted we had
to go to bed before nine o’clock.  I had an idea. I could put the mouthpiece in front
of the radio, and with wires up to our bedroom, could listen to the wrestling.  At first
mum would not allow it but when she heard how well it worked she relented and
I was able to listen to the radio in bed.  She probably thought I would fall asleep before it was 
over, as I did many times.

As I grew older electronics became my hobby, and for my mate Bob, who lived three doors along.  
We rigged a telephone line along the back fences, which was very handy when we wanted to 
discuss circuitry problems.  One of the neighbours found the wire and told us to pull it down; he 
said it could be dangerous and electrocute somebody.  I explained that it only used three and a half 
volts and was harmless but he insisted.  Bob and I were the same age and at fifteen both worked 
for the company that made Astor radios.  We learned a lot about radio components, and with 
circuits from the Radio and Hobbies magazine were able to make amplifiers, radios, etc., starting 
from one to five valve radios.  My best effort was to make a portable radio, cabinet and all!  I used 
to lug it over to Albert Park Lake to meet friends at the yacht club, where I would throw an aerial 
over the mast of the yacht and sail around listening to music.

With five brothers in the services, so on turning eighteen I volunteered to join the Army and was 
inducted into the AIF at Royal Park.  Cliff, our youngest brother, was keen to join but would not 
have been accepted because of health problems.  At Royal Park I had an aptitude test, then inter-
viewed by an officer who had my aptitude results and background information.  He asked which 
branch I wanted to serve in.  I replied an infantry battalion, which surprised him and he suggested 
there were other branches more suited to my aptitude, but I insisted and went to an infantry bat-
talion.  After basic training in Qld and NSW, and a confrontation with Japanese escapees at the 
Cowra Prison Camp in 1944, I was transferred to the jungle training school at Canungra.

After a month’s training, I was posted to the 26th Battalion at Strathpine, preparing to be sent to 
Bougainville in the South Pacific.  I was attached to C Company, later transferred to Signals >>
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Platoon spenting a few weeks learning all that is involved with signal work, and getting to know 
the other members of the platoon, most of whom were Queenslanders.  I picked up Morse Code 
and the phonetic alphabet but never used them in any subsequent campaigns.  Most of the battal-
ion arrived in Bougainville in December, 1944 and relieved the American forces in an area known 
as Torokina, on the western coast of the island.  The first campaign for the 26th Battalion was in 
the Numa Numa area, and consisted of patrolling and tactics in preparation for future campaigns.  
I was not required to do any signal work here and took up duties as a rifleman. 

Our next campaign was the Soraken Peninsula where we relieved the 31/51 Battalion, which had 
been pushing north.  Our objective was to attack the Japanese aggressively and proceed north until 
we cleared them from the peninsula.  I resumed duties as a signaller but as radio was not effective 
in the jungle we had to rely on a telephone system.  ‘Sigs’ were supplied with field telephones and 
a reel of red cable which was fed out as we progressed.  This was very cumbersome in the jungle, 
as well as carrying a backpack, rifle and a heavy reel of cable.  The first day of our push north, we 
came across old Japanese yellow phone wire which led us to an abandoned enemy position.  We 
proceeded along the track when suddenly, shells started falling ahead of us.  I handed the phone 
to the Platoon Commander who called tactical headquarters.  They told him to fall back, form a 
perimeter and dig in.  They called in the artillery and heavy mortars to bomb ahead of our posi-
tion.  Next day we inched our way along the track until forward scouts reported they had come 
to trenches containing dead Japanese.  I was glad the phone system worked well and this type of 
work was often repeated.

My greatest fear was the cable being cut behind our lines and having to go to find and reconnect 
it.  The Japanese used this tactic, often setting up an ambush or taking the pin out of a grenade 
and placing it under the body of a dead Japanese soldier.  There were many times I had to repair 
the lines that had been cut by shelling or mortar bombs.  On our first patrol we were caught in 
an ambush and lucky to get away with only one man being wounded. We learned a lot from that 
patrol.  Some weeks later, the situation was very unusual.  We were dug in on a ridge and when 
the Platoon Commander wanted to speak to tactical HQ the line was dead.  He then said ten men 
would accompany me to go and repair the line.  As it was mid-morning, I requested to leave it 
until later in the afternoon, my reasoning being that if it was an ambush the Japanese would get 
tired and leave.  It had been raining heavily and when it was time to go the eleven of us slithered to 
the bottom of a very steep slope and had to inch our way along following the cable and expecting 
an ambush all the way.  There was a scare when forward scouts reported noise ahead but it turned 
out to be a scrub turkey and after what seemed like hours we came to the severed line which I 
proceeded to repair.  The trip back was just as hairy as the Japanese could have come in behind us.  
Later forward scouts told me there were signs of an ambush at the break.

Most Japanese soldiers were very astute but there were also some who were not well trained in 
jungle warfare.  On one occasion our platoon came across an obviously heavily used Japanese 
track with their yellow phone cable running alongside.  Our Platoon Commander decided to set 
up an ambush along this track.  I tried to camouflage our red cable but at one point had to cross the 
track.  Our ambush was positioned so we could clearly see that area of the track. 
         >>>
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Later two Japanese, rifles slung over their shoulders and carrying food containers approached, one 
even picking up our red cable to get under and so became easy targets for our Bren gunner.  This 
tactic of setting ambushes at the junction of these tracks proved very successful.  On one occasion 
we were dug in next to a Japanese phone line, and shells were exploding close to our position.  I 
suggested to the OC that the line may be an artillery line so we decided to cut it and shortly after 
the shelling stopped.  We were now sure it was an artillery line to an observation post.

The 26th Battalion continued to advance north despite stiff resistance and shelling, and on 16th 
March reached the southern end of a coconut plantation on Soraken Peninsula.  Patrols reported 
heavy fortified Japanese positions ahead so the platoon commander decided to form a perimeter 
on the main track and dig in.  He phoned Tac HQ for artillery and mortars to bombard the Jap-
anese before we advanced.  During an attack on one of the enemy positions we ran into a lot of 
trouble.  The Japanese spotted us and counter attacked.  As they charged they were screaming out 
and yelling in English, “come out and fight Aussies”.  This area was close to the beach and very 
sandy with no cover.  We tried to scoop trenches in the sand but struck coral about a foot down 
leaving most of our bodies exposed.

Fortunately, Bren gunners firing from the hip were able to keep the Japanese from closing in and 
despite bullets thudding into the sand all around we were able to scramble back to our weapon 
pits.  Back at our perimeter there was a Japanese phone line next to my weapon pit so I decided 
to tap into it to see if it was being used, and quickly disconnecting as there were two Japanese 
talking.  I suggested to the OC that I could connect the line back to Tac HQ and an interpreter may 
be able to get information.  This was agreed and after all Australian lines were cleared I made the 
connection.  The interpreter relayed that at the time the Japanese were concerned about fifteen of 
their troops who were missing.  It was later confirmed that they had been killed in an action with 
A Company, with the support of artillery.

The battle in the Soraken area lasted forty six days and ended with the capture of the Peninsula.  
I was very proud when the OC said my signal work during the campaign was outstanding.  Later 
we were all very glad to get back to Torokina to live in a tent, have a decent shower, sleep on a 
stretcher and get issued with new clothing.  On the 16th August 1945, Gracie Fields, (the famous 
English entertainer) arrived on the Island.  When she approached the microphone at the start of 
her concert she asked, “Can you hear me?”.  There was an almighty yell, “YES”.  She then an-
nounced that the Japanese had surrendered and the war was over.  Gracie sang the ‘Lord’s Prayer’ 
to thousands of service personnel.

After this announcement I was hoping to be returning home, but it was many months later after 
garrison duty at Rabaul.  Then one day I was ecstatic when the adjutant poked his head into our 
tent and said, “Hilly” be packed and ready in half an hour to board the ‘Kanimbla’ for home.  After 
disembarking in Sydney I made a ‘trunk’ call to my mother in Melbourne, and after waiting for an 
hour was put through.  When my mother answered, I said, “Mum... Can you hear me?”

             (This story by Laurie Hill was published in the ‘26 Battalion Association Newsletter’ 
 and reproduced in our magazine with the kind permission of the author - Ed)
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  NOTES FOR THE DIARY IN 2017

        Sub-Branch Meetings: 7.00pm 25th Jul, 29th Aug, 26th Sep, 31st Oct, 28th Nov.

        Board Meetings: 7.00pm 13th Jul, 10th Aug, 14th Sep, 12th Oct, 9th Nov, 14th Dec.

        Remembrance Day Service:  Details in the Christmas edition.

        Christmas Dinner: Wed 6th Dec, 12 for 12:30pm  CSCC  -  Orion Room CSCC

        Closing Date for Christmas edition of 'The Serviceman' :  Fri 13th Oct. 

 
The Legacy Family in Canberra has over 1600 widows, children and disabled 

adults enrolled. Legacy receives some Government assistance by way of 
grants for special projects. However, to maintain its services, Legacy is 

heavily dependent on public support.

      
       LEGACY BADGE WEEK
      Sun 27th Aug to Sat 2nd Sep, 2017

  Please buy a badge and wear it with pride.

   Hospital Visiting

The Sub-Branch is in need of volunteers to participate in the Hospital visiting program.  
The commitment is for one half-day each week, on a two-months per year basis, [eg., 
March and September].  This is not an onerous task for participants, but is comforting to 
those in hospital at the time and who greatly appreciate the visits as many of the patients 
are not always from the local Canberra area.

Advice is given on how to perform the task with visitors normally working in teams of two.
For further information contact our Sub-Branch office  ––  6285 1931 
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  ‘Wizard, this is Wizard!’

A 100 year old woman who flew Spitfires during WWII celebrated 
her centenary by getting behind the controls once again.

Mary Ellis, one of a select group of female pilots who flew during 
World War II, celebrated her 100th birthday by flying over West Sus-
sex.  She flew next to one of the Spitfires she was in more than 70 
years ago.  Mary, pictured during her time as an Air Transport Aux-
iliary pilot.  Tearing through the skies above the South Coast, two 
Spitfires evoke powerful memories of Britain’s wartime resilience.

“Wizard, this is wizard”, yelled the delighted centenarian through her intercom.  Mary was hand-
ed the controls of the 275mph twin-seater as it swooped over West Sussex.  After about 15 min-
utes, she turned for home and told her co-pilot, Matt Jones, “Goodwood on the nose, you have 
control”, then settled back to enjoy the ride back to base.

Earlier, Mary watched in delight as Spitfire MV154 took its place beside her in an extraordinary 
airborne tribute.  It was the plane she had delivered to RAF Brize Norton from Southampton on 
September 15th, 1944.  

Mary, originally from Oxfordshire, had her first flying lesson in 1938, and flew for pleasure until 
1941 when she heard a BBC radio appeal for women pilots to join the auxiliary service and so 
release male pilots for combat duty.  Speaking at a surprise birthday party Mary said, “The war 
was a challenge and one had to do something about it.  I went on and on until I flew everything.  I 
love the Spitfire, it’s my favourite, its everyone’s favourite, it’s the symbol of freedom”.

For years she ferried warplanes from facto-
ries to frontline squadrons.  The 166 women 
of the ATA - about one in eight of the to-
tal - have been dubbed ‘The Female Few’, 
echoing Winston Chruchill’s description of 
the RAF airmen who fought in the ‘Battle 
of Britain’.

Mary was usually found in a Spitfire or a 
Hurricane but flew more than 50 types of 
aircraft, logging 1,100 hours of flight.

As she sat on the airfield ready to deliver her first Spitfire, the mechanic standing on the wing 
asked how many of them she’d flown.  When she said it was her first, he was so startled that he 
fell off.  The largest aircraft she flew solo was the Wellington bomber.  Landing at an East Anglian 
airfield, Mary was greeted by the ground crew who asked where the pilot was.  “I’m the pilot”, 
she said.  They insisted on searching the aircraft before they believed her.  >>>
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It was dangerous work, sometimes ordered to move combat-damaged planes that were not offi-
cially fit to fly, but had to be taken for repairs.  She crash-landed twice and was shot at once.

Fourteen of her fellow ATA flyers lost 
their lives, including aviation pioneer 
Amy Johnson.  Mary, who to this day 
needs no spectacles, nor a walking 
stick, was one of the last six women 
serving in the ATA when it disbanded 
after the war.  She remained a private 
pilot, then became Managing Direc-
tor of Sandown Airport on the Isle of 
Wight.  She married Don Ellis, a fel-
low pilot but was widowed in 2009.  

Matt Jones, who flies Spitfires for Goodwood based Boultbee Flight Academy, reunited Mary 
with MV154 after first meeting her in 2015.  He conspired with the plane’s current owner to bring 
it to the UK from its base in Bremgarten, Germany.

He said, “I gave Mary control of our Spitfire.  I wasn’t sure where we were but Mary was very 
clear.  She pointed us towards Thorney Island, up through the Witterings, flew on to Selsey Bill 
and then Bognor Regis, never losing a foot of altitude.  She showed me precisely how she was 
able to deliver all those aircraft with just a map, a compass and a stopwatch.  I was utterly hum-
bled by a superior aviator who also happens to be 60 years my senior!”

Mary looking back at the aircraft she once flew.

Mrs Ellis toasted a glass of cham-
pagne with co-pilot Matt Jones after 
the flight.
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 Grantley Perry &  Sons
                            Funeral Directors
 A LOCALLY OWNED FAMILY BUSINESS
 With Bryan Perry a Vietnam Veteran available to serve you personally

      CANBERRA-QUEANBEYAN
           & YASS DISTRICTS

      TUGGERANONG  6294 8003
      MITCHELL   6241 4101

             HEAD OFFICE
      12 SANDFORD STREET
        MITCHELL ACT 2911
 
 PROUDLY SUPPORTING THE VETERAN COMMUNITY

    Southern Cross Health Club

In 2015, the Southern Cross Health Club (SCHC) changed its arrange-
ments relating to gym use and fees payable by members of the Sub-
Branch.  The SCHC has advised that those arrangements will continue.

The membership offered by SCHC is an individual membership at

$517.40 per annum, or $9:95 per week if paid by direct debit.  Scope exists within this mem-
bership offer to accrue periodic suspension of payments up to a maximum of three months per 
membership year.  

The membership offers access to all classes that fall between 0700 and 1200 hours daily, access to 
ongoing assessments and specifically designed programs by a trainer, and access to the main gym 
between 0700 and 1200 hours daily.

The Sub-Branch Executive has again decided that the Sub-Branch will subsidise each financial 
member who enters into a weekly or annual arrangement with the SCHC in the amount of $100 
per annum, prorated if the membership is for less than a full year.

Members will need to make their own membership arrangements direct with the SCHC and then 
seek payment of the subsidy from the Sub-Branch when that has been done.  Proof of payment 
and details of the arrangement will need to be provided.

Greg Kennett, Secretary
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 SUB-BRANCH SERVICES
Sub-Branch Office Hours.  The office is open from 9:00am until 3:00pm Monday to Friday, except 
public holidays.  The services of the Sub-Branch are available to all Sub-Branch members, and 
all serving and former members of the Australian Defence Force and overseas defence forces.
Office Administrator.  Joyce O’Brien administers the Sub-Branch office and is responsible to the 
Executive for the efficient day-to-day routine of the office.  Joyce will supervise all Sub-Branch 
matters including membership, correspondence, functions and access to Sub-Branch services.
Veterans’ Support Centre (VSC).  The office is open from 9:00am until 3:00pm Monday to Friday, 
except public holidays, and at other times by appointment.  The services of the VSC are available 
to all Sub-Branch members, and all serving and former members of the Australian Defence Force 
and overseas defence forces.
Entitlement and Advocacy (E&A).  A team of trained advocates and entitlements/pension offi-
cers, both male and female, is available to provide assistanace with claims under the Veterans’ 
Entitlement Act 1986 (VEA), the Safety, Rehabilitation and Compensation Act 1988 (SRCA), 
and the Military Rehabilitation and Compensation Act 2004 (MRCA).  We also provide support 
and advice to war widows and widowers in regards to pensions.  Andrew Properjohn, the E&A 
Administrator will assist you with your enquiries.
Community Support.  Florence Sofield co-ordinates the provision of welfare to Sub-Branch mem-
bers and their families.  Advice is available on matters such as DVA Gold and White Cards, 
travel, Veterans Home Care, residential and transitional care, HACC services, DVA Housing and 
financial information.
Hospital Visiting:  Volunteers visit each of the southern hospitals, Canberra, John James Memorial 
and Canberra Capital Private.  They aim to visit every veteran, RSL member, Legacy widows and 
widowers.
Hospice Visiting:  Visits can be arranged for Sub-Branch members in Clare Holland House.
Christmas Visits:  In December each year, all Sub-Branch members 80 years of age and over, and 
all Sub-Branch widows and widowers receive a home visit and a gift.
Other Services:
Health and Fitness Program.  Arrangements in place between the Southern Cross Health Club 
(SCHC) and the Sub-Branch relating to gym use have changed.  For details on the fee structure 
see Memo from the Secretary on Page 43 of this edition.
Sub-Branch Publication.  The Sub-Branch Publication, ‘The Serviceman’ is published three times 
per year and distributed free to all Sub-Branch members, widows and widowers.  A special edi-
tion is also published for schoolchildren attending the annual ANZAC and Peace Ceremony at 
Eddison Park.
Eddison Day Club.  Sponsored by the Sub-Branch, the Day Club caters for members, their spous-
es, widows, widowers and the general community.  It meets every Friday from 10:00am to 2:00pm 
(except Good Friday) from mid-January to mid-December at the Irish Club, Parkinson Street, 
Weston.

If you know of any member who would benefit from any of these services, but is reluctant to 
apply, please let our office know.


