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       FROM THE
    EDITOR’S DESK
 Bob Cremer

We commemorate a lot of wartime events which occurred overseas but on the 19th February, just 
passed, was the anniversary of the bombing of Darwin by Japanese forces which made us realise 
that the war was not in some faraway land but has been brought to us here at home.  A lot has 
been written about events in New Guinea at Kokoda and through the islands but the bombing of 
Darwin and Broome was an indication of how close we came to a full on invasion of Australia.

2018 is also 100 years since the end of World War I, a very significant event in this country with 
the cost in human sacrifice.  My father who served in the AIF as a 17-year-old was gassed and 
wounded on several occasions but as far as I and the rest of our family was concerned there was 
never any talk of the effects that those years on the Western Front had on him.  All too late now 
but I would have loved to sit down with him and discuss his experiences, good and bad, although 
like most veterans he was reluctant to talk about past experiences.

I cannot imagine what it would have been like to return home, after spending 4 years in the 
trenches, having seen what they must have seen and experienced, and finally without any support 
to be told that the war is over, so just get on with your life with everything supposedly back to 
normal.  My eldest brother served in WWII in New Guinea and the islands and attitudes would 
have been similar on his return although certainly not as bad as WWI.  

Interestingly, after reading Les Cook’s story about CWA ladies arranging all sorts of culinary 
delights for the returning troops, even those desperately wanting to help the returning soldiers did 
not fully understand the situation with the men, starved for so long and suffering from all sorts 
of tropical diseases and just not able to sit down and have a good home cooked meal like nothing 
had happened.

Note:  It was not possible to print the final chapter of the story of the evacuation of Australian 
Sisters and Nurses from Sumartra in this edition.  However, that story by Haydon Leonard, War 
Correspondent in WWII for the ABC and BBC and will be published in a future edition.   
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  The President’s Message
    Jim Gilchrist
       
It seems like only 12 months ago that I welcomed everyone to 
2017 and, now, it’s time to welcome you all to 2018.  How time 
flies!  Thus, to all members I wish you a happy new year; I hope 
you had a pleasant Christmas with family and friends and have 
returned with batteries at full-strength.  If, however, any of you 
have struggled or know of someone who has faced difficulties, 
please call the office or phone a friend.

The Woden Valley RSL Sub-Branch enjoyed another exciting and 
productive year in 2017, with the highlights being noted in the 
Annual Report in this edition of The Serviceman.  As we get into 
full swing, I’d like to mention some key issues from the report, thank those who were involved in 
this team effort and forecast some issues we will need to face in the coming year.

Firstly, the VSC continued to support a wide range of veterans and their families in the ACT and 
region; and some who were quite beyond our boundaries.  By any measure, the nature and amount 
of work our E&A and Welfare teams do and the results they achieve are extraordinary.  To that 
end, I thank everyone involved in providing these services, whether they be the difficult claims 
and appeals, complex welfare cases or just those things our Sub-Branch volunteers have been 
doing for years to support their mates and others.  As noted in the Annual Report, we continued 
to grow a transition capability as part of the VSC.  Already, this year we have held some activities 
that will contribute to the physical, mental and emotional well-being of our members and clients.  
As we are planning coordinated efforts in this regard, please expect more news in due course.

Our staff and volunteers have settled in well to the Grant Cameron Community Centre, (GCCC) 
although we still find some people wandering the corridors looking for whatever or whomever 
they are seeking.  While we apologise for this inconvenience, we did our best with the signage 
and will continue to monitor its effectiveness.  However, as many would appreciate, some people 
struggle with even basic navigation!  If in doubt, please call the office on your arrival and we will 
send a guide.

It is also appropriate to again thank our forebears who managed our finances and reputation that 
enable us to enjoy a healthy but not extravagant future.  The Sub-Branch history provides a litany 
of examples of members doing what sub-branches are supposed to do to meet the objects of the 
RSL and as reflected in our Constitution.  I raise this point as other elements of the League strug-
gle with some difficulties, most of which would have been avoided if key people had fulfilled their 
responsibilities and maintained their focus on the real issues.

In welcoming the nove to the GCCC, I confirm we will retain our excellent relationship with the 
Canberra Southern Cross Club with whom we have enjoyed many good and mutually beneficial 
times over many years.      >>>
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I also reinforce previous comments about the collegiate approach we have taken and from which 
we have benefitted during the past several years as we grew existing capabilities and introduced 
new ones to meet the changing needs of our members and dother clients.  At an organisational 
level, we work closely with Legacy (ACT) to provide the best support we can to our war widows 
and others; together, our advocates have won some wonderful batles and we have increasingly 
shared some of our welfare tasks.  We also liaise with the DFWA in some overlapping areas, and 
share information, issues and clients with the VV&VF at Page.  At the individual level, we enjoy 
the support of members from other sub-branches and some of these organisations, as we work to 
reinforce the capacity of our diverse and emerging capabilities.

In what is principally a sub-branch activity, the Eddison Day Club continues its excellent work 
with our older members and others.  While the Club attracted some new clients and volunteers in 
2017, the volunteers would appreciate more support for the coming year as they and their clients 
continue to age gracefully!  Having celebrated its 14th birthday in February, the Club enjoys ex-
cellent support from the Canberra Irish Club which has provided the host venue from Day One.

The Christmas card distribution to our Over-80s group and some others was another highlight that 
reinforced the benefits of personal contact with some who struggle with isolation.  Apart from the 
actual visit which most beneficiaries appreciated, the welfare team followed up members based 
on feedback from the volunteers.  While this is another example of what our members have done 
for years, we can always use more volunteers for what is a very satisfying task.  Similarly, we 
intend to build the home visits and telephone call programs to complement and supplement the 
hospital visiting rosters.  Having reflected briefly on the ANZAC Day-related activities in the 
Annual Report, I add that we are now well into planning for the Essay Competition, the ANZAC 
and Peace Ceremony, the ANZAC Eve Dinner, the ANZAC Day service at Eddison Park and the 
ANZAC Appeal.  Please stay tuned for advice on each of these activities or call the office to offer 
your assistance in any of several important tasks.

Notwithstanding the sound financial management policies and practices we apply to our opera-
tions, we must also face some difficult issues.  The first of these is that, as our workload expands, 
our costs will continue to rise; or else, we must reduce the pace and nature of expansion, and 
thereby reduce the support we provide.  Secondly, and in the past 12 months, Branch has realigned 
its priorities with the effect that they provide less financial support than previously and that we had 
hoped would continue.  Lastly, our aspirations to receive substantial and sustainable support from 
NSW Branch are on hold as they address their issues.

On the bright side, Branch recently introduced a policy that all moneys sub-branches collect 
through each of the appeals will be returned to the respective sub-branch for the provision of 
welfare.  Please take this as an invitation to assist with the coming ANZAC Appeal, details of 
which will be advised separately.  I take this opportunity to thank members for agreeing to the 
Board’s recommendation to draw down additional funds from the capital of the AMF to provide 
for essential expenses.  The Board will closely monitor this situation as it evolves and will report 
to members later in the year as part of the agreed resolution of an OGM.
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Simarly, and in an attempt to strengthen our governance and management oversight, the Board 
will be calling for an SGM in March to amend aspects of our Constitution that are aimed at con-
solidating our forecast development.

From a membership perspective, some new members transferred from ther local and distant 
sub-branches, and others who have seen the light and joined the RSL later in life.  In welcoming 
them all, I look forward to seeing them at functions and, hopefully, on-the-tools as there are plenty 
of opportunities for willing workers.

On a sad note and as listed separately, the Sub-Branch farewelled some of our members during the 
year.  All of these former members will be honoured at the ANZAC Eve Dinner.

Having acknowledged many of our staff and volunteers in the Annual Report, I iterate the effort 
that Florence and Andrew contribute under difficult circumstances in the Welfare and E&A teams, 
respectively.  Joyce, Alex and Lynnda continue to keep the office humming calmly, while Rani is 
working on the welfare volunteer rosters.  Ross Thomas continues to steadily lead the E&A team; 
and I welcome the increasing effort, knowledge and experience that the former Branch President, 
Peter Eveille, is bringing to the welfare team as our senior welfare vcolunteer.  The indomitable 
Peter Sutton continues to oversee the Day Club and dabble in other areas.

I also mention Dave Jeffrey who is retiring from the E&A team to which Dave provided many 
years of excellent support to many members and others.  Similarly, Gina Bowers has stood down 
from her role with the Day Club.  Thanks to both of you from all of us.  John Kent’s long service 
to the Sub-Branch generally and to the Day Club in particular were recongised in his award of an 
Australia Day Medallion in January.  My last but certainly not the least thank you to individials, 
goes to Bob Cremer who continues to produce four editions of The Serviceman each year and 
assists in many other tasks with minimal fuss and even less coercion.

In closing this report, I thank all of the members, our staff, the Executive and Board for their 
efforts inplanning, implementing and doing the work noted in this report.  I also acknowledge the 
support that Branch, some sub-branches and other ESOs provide to us in various ways.

   Extract from Humour in Uniform
      Anecdotes from the War Years

      Not a Friend in the World

Two Swiss businessmen, interned in Japan, protested to a Japanese official, who smiled apologet-
ically and explained, “I realise that you are neutrals, but you are neutral enemies”.
“What do you consider the British and Americans?” asked the Swiss.
“They”, snapped the Japanese, “are belligerant enemies”.
“What about the Germans and Italians?” the Swiss responded.
“Oh, they are friendly enemies”, the Nipponese statesman replied.
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  The Long Tan Cross at the Australian War Memorial

From a rubber plantation in Vietnam, the Long Tan Cross is now back in pride of place at the Aus-
tralian War Memorial.  Although on display in a temporary location, Memorial Director, Brendan 
Nelson said a new chapel area would be created to house the cross in time for the 52nd anniversary 
of the Long Tan battle in August.

After the cross was dedicated as a commemorative cross in Vietnam by members of 6RAR on 
the site of the 1966 battle against the Viet Cong and North Vietnamese Army forces, the cross has 
been given to Australia permanently. 

After the Vietnam war the Long Tan 
cross was removed from the site by 
the local people.  In 1984 it was re-
covered by the Dong Nai Museum 
in Bien Hoa City, where it has been 
displayed along with other relics 
from the Vietnam War.

In 1986 the Long Dat District Peo-
ple’s Committee erected a repli-
ca cross and a new plaque at the 
original Long Tan cross site.  Over 
time, the site fell into disrepair, until 
Australian veterans’ organisations, 
with the permission of the Vietnam-
ese authorities, restored the replica 
cross and memorial.  The site has 
become a focus for visits by Austra-
lian veterans and for remembrance 
ceremonies.

The original cross, displayed here, 
carries a plaque with following in-
scription:

“In memory of those members of D 
Coy and 3 Tp 1APC Sqn who gave 
their lives near this spot during the 
battle of Long Tan on 18th August 
1966, erected by 6RAR/NZ(AN-
ZAC) Bn 18th August 1969”.
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       Australia Day Medallions - 2018

At a Morning Tea at the ACT RSL Branch Offices in Fyshwick on Wednesday 24th January, 2018, 
Australia Day Medallions were presented to RSL members.  Attending were the ACT Minister 
for Veterans’ Affairs, Gordon Ramsay, MLA, President of RSL National Robert Dick, RSL ACT 
President John King, along with recipients and invited guests.

Recipients were Darryl Corbett (Belconnen) for outstanding devotion to duty as Bereavement 
and Welfare Officer. Steve Winner (Belconnen) Welfare and Bereavement Officer.  David Potter 
(Belconnen) Treasurer.  John Kent (Woden Valley), a long serving Sub-Branch member and Life 
Member since 2013.  John has also been Sub-Branch Treasurer as well as Treasurer of the ACT 
RSL and an active fund raiser at RSL ANZAC and Remembrance Day Appeals and a member of 
the Day Club.
AVM Doug Hurditch (Retd) and Mrs Pat Hurditch (Campbell-Russell) members since the mid 
1970s and on 14th December 2017 celebrated their 71st wedding anniversary. 
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   FALL IN
       A warm welcome is extended to the following new members:
       
       Glenda Stevens, John Miller, Rani Kalimeris, Terry Colhoun,
       Gavin Tonks, Barry Seedsman, Anne Guerin, Marcel Le Nevez,
       Ian Baldwin, Kellie Dadds, Peter Von Aplen, Kathleen Craig,
       Samuel Cooling, Brian Hewitt, Paul Graver. Peter Von Alpen.
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   Woden Valley RSL Sub-Branch
      Annual Report - January - December 2017

The Woden Valley RSL Sub-Branch enjoyed another exciting and productive year in 2017, the 
highlights of which were the continued evolution of the Veterans’ Support Centre (VSC) and the 
re-location of the Sub-Branch from the Yamba Sports Club to the Grant Cameron Community 
Centre (GCCC) at Holder.  The Sub-Branch also conducted another successful ANZAC and Peace 
Ceremony at Eddison Park, with its associated essay competition for local school children; and 
the Eddison Day Club continued to entertain our older members and others in the community.  We 
also managed to organise, support or otherwise engage with various organisations and activities in 
the ACT; and conduct several dinners including a flagship event on ANZAC eve.

As the primary means of supporting veterans and their families, the VSC maintained an extraor-
dinary workload preparing and submitting claims and appeals, and on delivering welfare services 
to our members and others in the ACT and region.  We also continued to build a Transition capa-
bility that focuses on younger veterans with the intention of enhancing their physical, mental and 
emotional well-being.

In leaving the Yamba Club, we ended an association of nearly 60 years during which the Sub-
Branch had built and owned a club, then sold it and its associated licences to the Canberra South-
ern Cross Club (CSCC), and continued the normal business required by our Constitution and the 
objects of the League.  We should all be grateful to our forebears who ensured that the proceeds of 
the original sale some 30 years ago were invested and managed wisely as they ensured a financial 
position that allows us to continue their good work.  While this move meant that we ceased to be 
a tenant of the CSCC, we will retain our special bond with the Club.

Deputy President, Brooke Thorpe, and a small but willing group of members planned and facil-
itated the relocation to the GCCC.  In doing so, they identified potential treasures from various 
storage areas and, where possible, will display these in the new facility.  I look forward to an offi-
cial opening early in 2018 and welcoming members and others to the new ‘digs’.  In anticipation 
of the move, Brooke also coordinated the relocation of the Sub-Branch Memorial Stone from the 
Yamba site to the Obelisk at Eddison Park.

During the year, the Branch executive moved from the Yamba Club to alternative accommoda-
tion.  While the Sub-Branch had enjoyed the co-location, it apparently did not meet the expecta-
tions of the Branch.  However, it was worth a try!

The Entitlements & Advocacy (E&A) and Welfare section of the VSC continued to attract many 
new clients, with most being referrals from previous clients and family, and others having found 
us through a variety of means.  As this part of our business grew markedly through the year, it 
strained staff and volunteers alike, particularly as we faced the challenges of a new training sys-
tem that aimed at ensuring all volunteers were suitably trained.  In 2017, the E&A team received 
some 335 new cases, nearly all of whom presented with multiple conditions, each of which is a 
separate element in the overall claim.     >>>
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While many of these claims were determined, others required an appeal and others remain open.  
While it is hard to measure success in relation to claims, this data reflects the overall system and 
we have many more happy clients than disgruntled ones; the latter tending to be cross with the 
system rather than with our pension officers and advocates!  The Welfare capability also grew ex-
tensively, especially in relation to older members and others who sought our help.  Again, most of 
these cases came from referrals, most required extensive research and networking as government 
policies and processes evolved, and many were very resource intensive.  In relation to the last 
point, most welfare cases require people to assist our clients access the services they need and to 
which they are entitled, and to generally work their way through what is an increasingly complex 
set of systems.  Finding providers to actually do the work is also a concern, particularly as we face 
the cross-border issues associated with clients who live beyond the ACT.

In thanking a small but dedicated group of volunteers who assist in this critical service, I par-
ticularly thank Florence Sofield who worked well above her paid hours and responsibilities to 
make much of it happen.  I also welcome Rani Kalimeris who assisted Florence in the delivery 
of services and coordinated the engagement with, accreditation of and the tasking of our welfare 
volunteers.  We look forward to building a robust system of welfare support that includes tele-
phone calls, home and hospital visits, and system negotiation skills to assist clients in the coming 
year.  Rani also coordinated the delivery of the Over-80s, widows and widowers Christmas cards 
and the feedback that these visits provided to the welfare team.  In 2018, we will build on the 
volunteer training and briefing sessions conducted during 2017 and record attendances, content 
and other relevant issues as we build our database of welfare volunteers.

I also acknowledge the advice and effort that the former Branch President, Peter Eveille, made 
to this team.  Peter is an experienced and committed welfare volunteer whose contribution was 
most welcome.

The Transition team arranged for several younger veterans to attend a weekend course with the 
Remount Horsemanship Program at Bowning and facilitated some follow-up visits during the 
year.  In addition to welcoming two key members of the Remount team to the February OGM 
Dinner, the Sub-Branch consolidated its relationship with this group and we look forward to fur-
ther engagement with them during 2018.  Remount’s efforts were in part recognised in a ceremo-
ny at the Australian War Memorial when Lockheed Martin provided some funds that will offset 
the costs Remount provided previously from its own means.  The Transition team also conducted 
a video gaming activity session.  Alex Meiliunas arranged this activity through a US company, 
Stack-Up, that he learned about while deployed to Afghanistan last year.

Having its 13th birthday in February, the Eddison Day Club continued to support our older mem-
bers and others from the general community who might otherwise be socially isolated.  Peter 
Sutton and Gina Bowers coordinated the team effort from a small group of stalwart volunteers, 
many of whom have been involved from the beginning.  Sadly, some of the members of this group 
either passed away or could no longer attend the meetings.  Similarly, some volunteers had to deal 
with illnesses and other personal issues during the year.  In thanking all those involved in the Day 
Club, I thank the Canberra Irish Club for the support it has provided since the Club started.     >>>
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The ANZAC and Peace Ceremony, and associated Essay competition, was again well supported 
by local schools, parents and supporters.  The essays were of a high standard and continued to 
amaze those privileged to read or hear them.  Our Patron, His Excellency, Mr Chris Seed, the New 
Zealand High Commissioner, was guest speaker, while Ms Natalie Howson, Director-General 
of ACT Education, gave the opening address and presented the prizes.  Mrs Pam Yonge and her 
daughter Sue Sarantos represented the Eddison family; the ACT Combined Schools Band provid-
ed musical support.  Andre Bobets coordinated the event, Mike Taylor the Master of Ceremonies 
and Greg Kennett coordinator of the essay competition.  The RSL’s National President, Mr Robert 
Dick, attended the ceremony and was one of many who listened to Shiori Ishikawa from Farrer 
Primary School read her winning essay.

The CEO of the RSL National Office, Ms Georgie Macris addressed members and guests at the 
ANZAC Eve Dinner.  Georgie spoke of her association with ANZAC Day and related some of 
these issues to her role with the RSL and her previous work with DVA.  Chris Seed thanked Geor-
gie for her presentation and added his insight into the ANZAC tradition.  As always, this dinner 
provided an opportunity to commemorate those members who had passed away in the previous 
year and to rededicate our members to the objects of the Sub-Branch and the League.

Members and guests supported three OGM Dinners, each of which attracted speakers who enter-
tained and informed their audiences.  As noted previously, Ben Maguire from Remount spoke of 
the Remount Horsemanship Program in February.  In June, the principal of Wholistic Financial 
Management, Catherine Smith, raised some financial management issues that could affect our 
members and clients, and in October, Jane Hiatt provided her reasons for running seven mar-
athons in seven days in seven different cities.  Jane participated in our rowing program in 2016 
and has engaged with her fellow oarsmen as they supported each other since.  While providing 
social interaction for members, these dinners are opportunities to welcome visitors.  They are run 
on a cost-recovery basis and are available to all members of the ACT RSL, others in the veteran 
community and their guests.

Many members attended the Christmas party that provided well-deserved social interaction and 
an opportunity to thank our volunteers.  It was a pleasure to inaugurate Jacqui Thorpe, Florence 
Sofield and Joyce O’Brien in the Order-of-Whatever-It-Is; Jacqui very active in telephoning our 
older members, visiting people in hospital, assisting at the Day Club and generally being an ex-
cellent citizen. Florence worked like a Trojan in the welfare area; and Joyce provided excellent 
support to our members and coordinated many of our dinners and other events in her role as the 
Office Administrator.

At the Branch Congress, Jan Ormerod, Reg Gillard and Peter Sutton were awarded Life Member-
ship of the RSL.  Jan recently transferred her membership from Barton-Capital when it folded and 
has been employed at the National Office for more than 20 years.  Reg and Peter, both outstanding 
members of the Sub-Branch, have contributed to many of the services we provide, with Reg a 
foundation member of the Day Club.  Ray Aitcheson, Don Cameron, Everard Cotterill, Murray 
Crawford and Fred Dewhurst all received 50 Year Certificates at Congress; the Secretary and I had 
presented Len Rich with his Certificate just prior to the Congress.  >>>
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Florence Sofield was awarded an Australia Day Medallion in recognition of her work as the Com-
munity Support Coordinator.

While the ANZAC Day and Remembrance Day appeals in 2017 again generated less income than 
they had in previous years, volunteers engaged with the community and outlined the services 
the Sub-Branch provides.  Having learned in December that sub-branches could apply for a full 
payment of the moneys they had collected at the Poppy Appeal, we are in the process of doing so 
now.  Some of the appeal shortfall was offset by a BEST Grant allocation of more than $27,000.

For yet another year, Bob Cremer edited and produced The Serviceman, and continues to do an 
outstanding job as he canvasses for articles and attends many events and functions from which he 
provides reports and photographs.  The new printer has been accepted as the printer-of-choice for 
The Serviceman as it operates at a reduced cost while retaining a suitable quality.  The office staff 
and Secretary kept members informed of events, news and general issues through eNewsletters, 
emails and standard mail.  Member feedback on these services has been positive.

At the Branch Congress in March, the Sub-Branch presented a motion for the Sub-Branch to 
retain responsibility for the management and operational control of the VSC.  The motion aimed 
to secure the Sub-Branch a sustainable future and measured development of the VSC as it has 
done since its inception nearly four years ago.  The Sub-Branch Board and membership agreed 
to this approach in anticipation of a change in leadership in the Branch Executive.  This decision 
was vindicated as Branch reset its priorities as it faced stringent compliance issues and modified 
its overheads and expenditures.  Disappointingly, Branch reduced its financial commitment to the 
VSC during this process.  However, after several discussions on options for the Sub-Branch to 
fund the VSC, the membership agreed to a Board recommendation to draw down on its managed 
fund to support the operations of the VSC for at least the next two years.  With some internal 
controls in place, the Board will seek support from beyond the League, as it is unlikely NSW 
Branch will support the VSC as had been expected.  Throughout the year, the Sub-Branch Board 
continued to manage the Sub-Branch’s business operations and governance requirements.  Having 
already noted several members for specific efforts and tasks, I acknowledge the support of each 
director.  I also note Frank Poole’s contribution to the Board during part of the year.  Having be-
come an Associate Member of our Sub-Branch in early 2017, Frank retained Service membership 
of Campbell-Russell and, until illness forced him to stand aside, he contributed significantly to 
Board debate.

On a sad note, the Sub-Branch farewelled many members during the year with these being listed 
in various editions of The Serviceman and elsewhere.

As noted previously, we welcomed Rani Kalimeris to the Welfare team, primarily as the volun-
teer coordinator.  Alex Solecka joined Lynnda Livesey in the reception role, where both provide 
the voice of the Sub-Branch as well as contributing to general office tasks.  Andrew Properjohn 
continued to do a great job in the E&A team, particularly as he greeted and briefed new clients, 
managed the expectations and frustrations of some clients, and did his best to control the flow of 
paper through the office and helped our volunteers.    >>>
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Renee Mills accepted a position with Branch in February where she followed in the footsteps of 
the long-serving Dave Mills, albeit in a modified role.

In closing this report, I thank our members, our staff, the Executive and Board for their efforts 
in planning, implementing and doing much of the work noted in this report.  I also acknowledge 
the financial and other support that Branch, some sub-branches and other ESO’s provided to us 
during the past 12 months.
   Day Club 2017 Christmas Party

Photos from the Eddison Day Club Christmas Party festivities on Friday 8th December, the last 
event in 2017.  New year activities commencing on 12th January 2018.
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  AWARD OF THE REPUBLIC OF KOREA
    AMBASSADOR FOR PEACE MEDAL
             Greg Kennett

In early 2017, the ACT RSL Branch was advised that the Republic of Korea (ROK) was awarding 
a medal to all Korean War veterans who served in Korea during the period 1950-57 as part of the 
United Nations forces.  The medal was named the Ambassador for Peace Medal.

While it was intended that the ROK would issue medals to entitled veterans in Australia mainly 
by post, there were opportunities for recipients in Canberra to be personally presented with the 
medals by representatives of the ROK Embassy.

On 23rd November 2017, a number of veterans from the ACT were presented with their medals at 
a function in the ROK Embassy, Yarralumla.  Attending from the Woden Valley Sub-Branch were 
medal recipients Ron Brasch, Norm Lee and Ted Wilson.  I was honoured to represent a fourth 
member, Sid Penhaligon, who was unable to attend.  A medal recipient from Campbell/Russell 
Sub-Branch, Brian Gosman, was also present.  Some of the veterans were accompanied by family 
members and ACT RSL Branch was represented by Ms Renee Mills.

The ROK Ambassador, His Excellency Mr Woo, and the ROK Defence Attaché, Colonel Choi 
presented the veterans with their medals, a citation appointing them as Ambassadors for Peace and 
a beautifully crafted walking stick.  We were then joined by Mrs Woo, Mrs Choi and members of 
the Embassy staff for a delightful luncheon.
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Previous page - The entire group 
at the presentation.

This page Top - Greg receiving the 
medal on behalf of Sid Penhaligon 
and left, Sid at home showing his 
medal, citation and walking stick.
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 Vietnam Veterans reflect       
    on influences during
          their lifetime

As a result of a survey conduct-
ed by the Social Research Centre 
at the ANU, people were asked 
what were the significent events 
that occurred during their life-
time.

Interestingly, without listing the 
Top 10 topics of each State or

The Number One topic in each State or Territory listed as:

NSW  Sydney Olympics  Victoria  Black Saturday Bushfires
Queensland Queensland Floods  South Australia Moon Landing
Western Australia America’s Cup  Tasmania  Port Arthur Massacre
Northern Territory Gun Law Reform/Mabo ACT  Vietnam War

The ACT result was possibly influenced by the relatively large percentage of service personnel 
who live in the ACT or who transition through here during their service time and who participated 
in the survey.  

All three veterans above, Jack Aaron, Peter Dinham and Greg Kennett, photographed at the Viet-
nam Memorial spoke of having served in Vietnam, and stated their difficulties spent overseas in 
Vietnam, the separation from their families and friends over long periods and made worse on their 
return with the Australian public’s response, and the RSL not regarding them as having returned 
from a war zone.  Having lost friends and fellow veterans during the conflict took a heavy toll on 
many of those returning, many with serious physical and mental injuries from the conflict.  It was 
not until the 1987 Welcome Home Parade that encouraged veterans to locate fellow comrades 
they fought alongside, grieve over those who did not return and help overcome the effects of the 
war.  Fortunately the Australian public now has a better understanding of what our troops went 
through during their tours of Vietnam.  It was also a part of the recovery process for many of these 
veterans to return to Vietnam in later years and meet some of the people they fought against and 
to discover they were ordinary people like themselves.

This is from part of an article on ‘Modern History’ by Doug Dingwall published in the Canberra 
Times on Saturday 24th February, 2018.  A link to the survey website:  csrm.cass.anu.edu.au

      Photo by Karleen Minney, Defence Dept

Territory, it was a reflection of what the population considered the most significant events that 
occurred during their lifetime.
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   THE EDDISON DAY CLUB’S            
               14TH BIRTHDAY
            Peter Sutton
                   Day Club Co-Ordinator

The Day Club resumed again in 2018 on 12th January with me as guest speaker.  I spoke of our 
tour of Europe in September/October last year, mainly of the nine-day cruise we did in Italy and 
through the Greek Islands.

On 19th January we had one of our regulars, Mr Barrie Virtue come along and speak about the 
“History of Slavery” in Australia.  We did not meet on 26th January as it was Australia Day and 
we celebrated our 14th Birthday on 2nd February, having met at the Irish Club each Friday since 
6th February 2004.  Another regular, Liz Lumb attended to play the keyboard whilst patrons sang 
old standards and popular songs with the words projected on the overhead screen.  We had a 
special roast lunch that day followed with a Birthday cake, with our Patron, Mrs Pamela Yonge 
attending.  The Sub-Branch President, Mr Jim Gilchrist spoke at the completion of lunch about 
the good work done by the Day Club providing an outlet for older veterans, their families and to 
the general community.

Our speaker on the 9th September was Ms Jan Morgan who spoke of the latest developments and 
plantings at the Arboretum.  Mr Peter Dinham AM and Mr Vince Brown came on 16th February 
to speak of their love of model trains and brought along, and set-up several panels of landscaped 
track, containing villages, farms, mountains, lakes and miniature animals.  The trains weave 
around the landscape on tracks that pass through little gullies, past lifelike trees and lakes.  We 
were all amazed at the countless hours that must have gone into construction of the modules.

On 23rd February, I will once again be talking of our trip to Europe - this time about the four won-
derful days we spent at a little village and resort in ‘Abisko’, Sweden.  This place is well inside 
the Arctic Circle.  We were treated to a helicopter flight, locally sourced food, wilderness walks 
and four nights out by a lake watching the “Northern Lights” of the ‘Aurora Borealis’. 
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The nights were starting to get cold as it was towards the end of Autumn, with temperatures down 
to -8 Deg C.  We were incedibly lucky to see the Aurora each night, as many people never get to 
see anything after spending several days there.

Mr Steve Hart of U3A will be speaking on local history, ‘The Jews of the Monaro’ on 2nd March 
and Mr Alex Reynolds, another regular is talking on International Women’s Day on 9th March, 
about Ms Olive King, a civilian ambulance driver during World War I.  On 16th March we have 
a musical event with Mr Michael Politi (baritone), Mrs Virginia Politi (soprano) and pianist Ms 
Shirley Cramp to sing for us.  Another regular group, ‘McQuoids’ Offering”, a local folk and bal-
lad duo, comprising Mr Gordon and Mrs Liz Fyfe are coming to sing wonderful songs for us on 
23rd March.  On that day we will also have an Easter Hat Parade, with prizes for the best decorated 
hats.  The following week, 30th March is Good Friday so we will not meet that day.

As you can see we have a good range of enter-
tainment.  All our guest speakers are arranged by 
Ms Julie Cronin who is a volunteer and member 
of the Day Club.  She sources organisations, sug-
gestions from Day Club members and provides 
some of her local contacts to organize a varied 
range of musical, educational and informative 
subjects that add interest to the Day Club enter-
tainment.

We thank the Board of the Woden Valley RSL 
Sub-Branch, members and staff for their support 
of the Day Club.  Mrs Rani Kalamaris, a Sub-
Branch staff member, attends the Day Club for a 
short period each week.  Her attendance is much 
appreciated by the senior members, especially 
the ladies, as she provides a conduit between the 
Day Club and the welfare system.

It is reassuring to members that Rani is capa-
ble of consulting with members who have con-
cerns and is able to provide referrals or con-
tacts if they are needed.
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 Media Release:  Female Veterans initiative - ‘BY THE LEFT’

In 2018, a veteran initiative called ‘By the Left’ is broadening the public’s perception of what a 
veteran looks like.  This is in response to many veterans, predominately younger and/or female 
veterans being challenged about their medals.  In most circumstances, veterans are being mistak-
enly questioned about whose medals they are wearing.  However, some are being aggressively 
challenged and abused for apparently wearing someone else’s medals on the left side.  This has 
resulted in hundreds of veterans, particularly those who have been consistently questioned for 
many years, feeling isolated from the veteran community as their experiences mean that they no 
longer march or wear their medals.

‘By the Left’ coordinator, Ms Kellie Dadds is asking the public to view veterans as young, old, 
male, female, serving and ex-serving.  ‘If asked what a veteran looks like, most will describe an 
older white male marching proudly with medals swinging.  As a result, many veterans who do not 
fit that identity are being questioned about their medals’.

‘By the Left’ seeks to broaden the identity of a veteran particularly given the recently updated 
definition of a veteran from ‘returned service’ to ‘current and ex-serving members of the ADF’.  
The inclusion of those who provided home service has been important to many.   There is a gener-
ation of veterans who served between Vietnam and East Timor who did not have the opportunity 
to deploy, however their service is no less valued than those who did serve overseas.

‘By the Left’ is not about medals, it is about the identity of a veteran.  But the initiative’s apparent 
focus on medals is because the public often only identifies a veteran when they wear their medals.
The culminating event for the ‘By the Left’ initiative is encouraging female veterans in particular, 
to march in normal ANZAC DAY marches in 2018.  Marching on ANZAC DAY is symbolic for 
many veterans as it is a gathering of those who have served marching towards the cenotaph to 
honour those who did not return home.  Ms Dadds stated ‘for one year only, female veterans are 
being invited to march together to welcome back and support their mates who  have been impacted
by this issue’.  ‘By the Left’ is also encour-
aging all veterans to march with a group who 
they feel best identifies their service.  ‘Indi-
cations so far are that hundreds of women 
will be marching, many for the first time, 
with the usual ex-service women organisa-
tions who have marched together for over 
40 years.  We anticipate that Brisbane, Can-
berra, Melbourne and Sydney will have the 
largest gatherings’, Ms Dadds said.
Further information about ‘By the Left’ and 
ANZAC DAY events is detailed on the ‘By 
the Left’ Facebook page.
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       2018
   Notes for the Diary

     
ANZAC & Peace Ceremony Wed 11th April - 11:30am Eddison Park, Phillip
ANZAC Fundraising Appeal 19th-24th April Woden & Weston
ANZAC Eve Dinner Tue 24th April - 6:00pm Southern Cross Club, Phillip
Sub-Branch ANZAC Day 
Service

Wed 25th April - 8:00am Eddison Park, Phillip

ANZAC Day March Wed 25th April - 10:00am ANZAC Pde, Campbell
Remembrance Day Poppy 
Appeal

6th-9th November Woden & Weston

Remembrance Day Service Sun 11th November
10:00 - Noon

Australian War Memorial

Christmas Lunch Wed 5th December
12:00 for 12:30pm 

Orion Room, Canberra 
Southern Cross Club

   Ordinary General Meetings

Ordinary General Meetings (OGMs) are held in the Rainbow Room, Southern Cross Club, Phillip, 
92-98 Corinna Street, Woden at 7:00pm on Tuesdays: 
 30 Jan,  27 Mar,  29 May (AGM),  31 Jul, 28 Aug, 25 Sep, 27 Nov.
            Ordinary General Meeting Dinners

The Sub-Branch holds OGM Dinners in the Corinna Room 2, Southern Cross Club Phillip at 6:30 
for 7:00pm on Tuesdays: 27 Feb, 26 Jun and 30 Oct.

        CSO Presents Rediscovering Music 2018

A series of free concerts where you can rediscover music with your
hearing loss, hearing aids and cochlear implants.
Partners and friends welcome.
 Tuesday 6th March - Musicians and Hearing loss.
 Tuesday 15th May - The Audiologist and Musician  (John Dewhurst and friends)
 Tuesday 30th October - The Male voice: Tenor
 Time and Venue:  2.00pm Grant Cameron Community Centre, 27 Mulley St, Holder
                5:30pm Helenic Club, Matilda St, Phillip
 All events free of charge.
 RSVP to Kristen Sutcliffe  hearing@cso.org.au or 0408 488 760
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LEST WE FORGET
“The price of liberty is eternal  vigilance”

    “They shall grow not old, as we that are left grow old, 
       Age shall not weary them, nor the years condemn, 
       At the going down of the sun, and in the morning 
        We will remember them”.

    WORDS OF REMEMBRANCE

The following was written by Pericles well over two thousand years ago, long before 
the first ANZAC Day, but only a stone’s throw from Gallipoli:

Each has won a glorious grave - not that sepulchre of earth wherein they lie, but the 
living tomb of everlasting remembrance wherein their glory is enshrined. For the whole 
earth is the sepulchre of heroes. Monuments may rise and tablets be set up to them in 
their own land, but on far-off shores there is an abiding memorial that no pen or chisel 
has traced; it is graven not on stone or brass, but on the living hearts of humanity.  Take 
these men for your example. Like them, remember that prosperity can be only for the 
free, that freedom is the sure possession of those alone who have the courage to defend it. 

Engraved forever at ANZAC Cove are these words from Kemal Ataturk, the Commander 
of the Turkish 19th Division during the Gallipoli Campaign and the first President of the 
Turkish Republic from 1924-1938: 

“Those heroes that shed their blood and lost their lives.  You are now living in the soil of 
a friendly country therefore rest in peace.  There is no difference between the Johnnies 
and the Mehmets to us where they lie side by side here in this country of ours.  You, the 
mothers, who sent their sons from faraway countries wipe away your tears; your sons 
are now lying in our bosom and are in peace.  After having lost their lives on this land 
they have become our sons as well.” 

         
      John Hughes, Selby (Stan) Mumberson, James (Ian) Anlezak, Martin Newman,  
      Leendert (Leo) Burggraaff, Francis (Frank) Joseph Byrne, Herbert George Waldie
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       RSL DAY CLUBS
              Peter Sutton
     Chair and Coordinator - Eddison Day Club

The Eddison Day Club is one of 67 Day Clubs in the ACT and NSW.  Established in 1977, the 
initial club in Miranda, Sydney is still meeting after 40 years.  The clubs were established as a 
joint venture of the Department of Veterans’ Affairs and the Returned and Services League.

The ACT has two clubs, one in Gungahlin, meets at the Gold Creek Country Club and the Eddi-
son Day Club at the Canberra Irish Club in Parkinson Street, Weston.  The Eddison Day Club, 
established in 2003, under a By-Law of the Constitution of the WV RSL Sub-Branch met for 
the first time on 6th February 2004.  We still have many of our original members and volunteers.

The Day Club concept is to provide an outlet for veterans, their families, widows, widowers and 
isolated or marginalised people who meet in a welcoming, safe environment to interact with 
others in a friendly way.  We provide entertainment, education and information through a series 
of guest speakers on numerous and interesting subjects, singers, musicians and other entertainers 
who give freely of their time.  Some members who no longer drive, are delivered either by family 
members, other patrons, or picked-up from their homes or aged care facilities by Day Club vol-
unteers.  Some use community transport to attend.

A small group of volunteers, the ‘early-birds’, arrive at the Club to assist with preparations of the 
meeting room.  They install the public address system, and lower the in-house projector screen 
used for presentations.  Fold-up tables are used as a registration table, for the hot-water urn for 
morning tea, for use in serving the lunches and for raffle prizes.

Patrons are greeted by a volunteer, then proceed to our meeting room where they pay for their 
lunch and a small fee for a raffle ticket.  Raffle prizes are either donated or purchased through Day 
Club funds.  Patrons usually occupy the same table each week during ‘catch-up time’ for what 
happened during that week.

All Day Clubs operate basically the same way.  Starting with a welcome, an opening joke or story, 
a quote of the day, announcement of birthdays, then the Club song that was written by one of our 
members, and a Happy Birthday song for those celebrating that week.  We then conduct a light 
exercise program, and morning tea.  The first Friday of each month is a special morning tea called 
“Home Bake Day” where members or volunteers bring along items they have prepared for us.

Depending upon the schedule of speakers or entertainers that week, we normally have a quiz or 
puzzles to solve in a segment called “Mind Alive”, to keep our cognitive skills active.  This activ-
ity also encourages discussion at the tables about clues and/or answers to the quiz.

Entertainment sessions usually occupy 30-45 minutes, followed by a cooked lunch, prepared by 
Club catering staff, the meals then plated and served individually by volunteers. The menu is 
varied each week with consideration for people with dietary requirements. >>>  
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Those persons who are less mobile have their meals delivered to them at the table.  After the meal 
the plates are returned to a central location and collected by catering staff.

A raffle is then conducted.  The first lucky ticket with the winner drawing the next lucky ticket 
before collecting their prize.  One lady delivers a home-made, iced banana cake for the raffle and 
has done so for 14 years.  This prize is normally the first to go.  On completion of the raffle some 
make their way home, with a small group remaining to play ‘Hoy’ with prizes of chocolates.

The Canberra Irish Club, our venue since 2004 is totally suportive.  They provide the room, tea 
and coffee making facilities free of charge and provide us with an affordable cooked lunch each 
week.  I for one, did not know of the existence of the Day Club until I first attended 8 years ago 
and am now the coordinator, following in the footsteps of three previous coordinators who are still 
involved and help share the tasks involved.  Anyone wanting to know more about the Eddison Day 
Club or the organisation please feel free to contact me on the numbers below.  Mature age volun-
teers are most welcome as we have many interesting and rewarding tasks that we share between 
us.  You will find us a welcoming group and we will assist anyone to gain confidence in any task 
you may wish to undertake.  Contact me on 6231 8225 or 0408 027 246.

   Already receiving great reviews, Mick O’Donnell’s 4th exciting historical/fiction crime novel
     is now available.  A gripping tale of adventure and romance, a retired AFP detective hunts
           down a radicalized criminal during Australia’s involvement in Afghanistan.
       Copies are $20 and can be obtained by emailing: jeep1945@hotmail or 0423 798 737
  or rani.kalimeris@rslwoden.org.au or 6285 1931



27

         The Returned and Services League of Australia 
         Woden Valley Sub-Branch Inc.

         ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
       Tuesday 29th May 2018 
     AGENDA

 1. Roll Call 
 2. Minutes of previous AGM [30th May 2017] – Read and Confirmed 
 3. Annual Report – President 
 4. Financial Statements – Treasurer 
 5. Welfare Report 
 6. Finance Committee 
 7. Motions on Notice 
 8. Declare all office positions vacant 
 9. Election of Board of Management in accordance with Section 3
  of the Sub-Branch Constitution 
 10. Installation of Sub-Branch President and Executive 
 11. Closure of Annual General Meeting 
 12. Ordinary General Meeting for May 2018 
 13. Closure 
 14. Ode

 

NOTICE OF ANNUAL GENERAL mEETING 2018

ThE ANNUAL GENERAL mEETING OF ThE WOdEN VALLEy SUb-bRANCh 

OF ThE RETURNEd ANd SERVICES LEAGUE WILL bE hELd ON 

TUESdAy 29th mAy 2018
   The Rainbow Room, Canberra Southern Cross Club

                             commencing at 7:00pm
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anzac and peace ceremony for schoolchildren

The annual Woden Valley RSL Sub-Branch ANZAC and Peace Ceremony will be conducted at  
Eddison Park, Phillip on Wednesday 11th April 2018.

Spectators and members of the Sub-Branch assemble at 11:00am.  Schools arrive at Eddison Park 
about 11:15am, with the Ceremony commencing at 11:30am.  

The Ceremony will conclude at about 12:15pm.

You are asked to help our regular core of volunteers in the following areas:
  •  Act as a wreath laying guide/escort for each school - about 20 needed
  •  At least four marshals to guide the schools on arrival to their places in the park
  •  A member to take charge of the flag poles and lowering and hoisting of flags
  •  A liaison officer for the Catafalque Party
  •  Assist with the placing of hired chairs from 10:00am
  •  Help to erect shade tents
  •  Help by providing a trailer to collect and return portable gear from the Sub-Branch
     office and Garran School.

Medals should be worn.  Children look forward to meeting Veterans.  Please try to attend and chat 
with the children and in particular those children proudly wearing family medals.

Andre Bobets is Co-ordinator.  Please contact him on 0412 266 047 or by email:

  andre.bobets@gmail.com if you are able to assist.

  Only with your help will the ceremony be successful.
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     RSL Woden Valley RSL Sub-Branch OGM Dinner 27th February 2018

Sub-Branch President, Jim Gilchrist welcomed members and guests to one of our OGM Dinners, 
held in the Orion Room at the Canberra Southern Cross Club in Phillip.  A pleasant social evening 
with MC Jack Aaron keeping everyone entertained with events of the evening and, of course, 
further enhanced with a few ‘True Stories’.

Guest speaker for the evening was Denise Jaram who as a Primary School teacher in Sydney and 
Canberra witnessed how trauma and grief impact students learning, behaviour and wellbeing and 
experienced first-hand how trauma and grief impacts individual lives.  Denise studied programs 
designed to improve human potential, promote healing, (including trauma) and enhance personal 
wellbeing.  She participated in International forums, such as the United Nations, National forums 
in both Australia and India, and in her local community.

Supported by the latest findings in neuroscience and in the new medical field of neuro cardiology, 
Denise has offered to share her knowledge of a simple, but powerful technique for healing and 
for the enhancement of personal wellbeing.  The techniques promote the management of an indi-
viduals’ trauma response, by enhancing the ability to self regulate anxiety and wellbeing.  These 
techniques are currently being taught and used by the Military and First Responders in the US 
and in Europe.

Guest speaker Denise and members and 
guests at the dinner
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   Goodbye to all that!
              (Thank you Robert Graves)
            Donald Balfour

January 1946, Rushcutters Bay Naval Depot, where I, with many other young men, am awaiting 
demobilisation, but, until that happens naval discipline still prevails.

I am on sentry duty at the main gate.  I see a cap and some gold braid approaching.  As the gold 
braid enters the depot I give the wearer a smart butt salute.  I had learned that at Flinders Naval 
Depot some four years earlier, together with other skills essential to winning wars, such as form-
ing fours, marching, left turning, right turning, about turning, saluting in its various forms, along 
with a myriad of other skills necessary on active naval service.

Fine, but at the end of my sentry stint I was summoned to meet the officer of the watch who in-
formed me that the officer who had received my salute had complained that I should have given 
him a ‘Present Arms’, to which he was entitled by virtue of his rank.

In the euphoria of approaching events I had failed to note that the approaching officer was a 
Lieutenant Commander, and was indeed entitled to a Present Arms.  Not only that, but I had not 
noticed that he was also a reverend Lieutenant Commander.

I was not greatly impressed with the reverend gentleman’s attitude.  I thought that having regard 
to the fact that here was a depot containing many young men who had served for some years in a 
war-time navy, and were now eagerly awaiting discharge to a normal life with family and friends, 
the reverend gentleman might have exercised some Christian charity and let the matter of an in-
correct salute pass, with perhaps a mild rebuke to the offending seaman.

But there you are, a little gold braid and a little authority can change a person; even a man of God.

Anyway, demobilisation day arrived shortly after I had honed my saluting skills.  On that day the 
affected ratings were lined up on the parade ground for the last time, names called and answered, 
and then shunted into a waiting bus transporting us to the Marrickville Drill Hall where, at the 
various stages of demobilisation, I was surprised to be always addressed as ‘Mr’ Balfour.  Took a 
bit of getting used to.  A far cry from - “Hey, you there - that rating”.

After it was all over I reflected on the fact that we were bundled out of the depot, and the Navy, 
very unceremoniously.  None of us expected, or wanted speeches and a brass band.  But a junior 
officer, a Petty Officer, even a Leading Seaman, even, so help me, a reverend gentleman at the 
gate to wave us off with a ‘Thank you lads’ - good luck’ would have been appreciated and would 
have been enough.

I think it was Ned Kelly, on the scaffold at Pentridge Gaol, who said, “Such is life”.  Indeed it is.
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         Menin Gate Lions back on display at the Australian War Memorial

On display at the Australian War Memorial 
since 1991, the Menin Gate Lions were on 
temporary loan to Belgium until 11th Novem-
ber 2017.

The lions had stood on each side of the 
Menin Road since the mid-nineteenth cen-
tury and in 1917 many Australian soldiers 
passed through the Menin Gate on their way 
to the Western Front.

The Australian Government has announced it will produce replicas of the Lions and gift them to 
Ieper in recognition of the 100th anniversary of Australians serving in Flanders during the First 
World War.

Originally, the Lions were given to the Australian Government by the City of Ieper in 1936 as an 
expression of gratitude for the sacrifice made by more than 13,000 Australian soldiers in Belgium.  
Making the announcement the then Minister for Veterans’ Affairs, Dan Tehan said: “The names of 
more than 6,000 Australians with no known grave are listed on the Menin Gate Memorial.  Every 
evening in Ieper, the local residents honour the memory of those missing Australians, and for 
every Australian who served in World War I, by sounding the Last Post ceremony at the memorial.
Australia’s gift of a reproduction of the Lions is symbolic of our shared history as allies in the 
First World War”, he said.

Memorial Director Dr Brendan Nelson said: 
‘ “A gift to Australia to thank our nation for 
its sacrifice, the Menin Gate Lions have wel-
comed visitors to the AWM for two genera-
tions.  In this centenary of the battle of Pass-
chendaele, they proudly sit on plinths in front 
of the Menin Gate where they were a century 
ago.  I am proud on behalf of the AWM to 
play a part in our government’s gift to Ieper 
of replica Lions to premanently sit in front of 
the Menin Gate, welcoming visitors to Ieper 
and will forever remind us of the bond within 
which our two countries now live, forged in 
bloody sacrifice in Flanders”.



32

          The Day a French force came to Healesville
    Bob Cremer

On Thursday, 29th November, 1917, 800 French infantrymen arrived by train at Healesville in the 
Yarra Valley.  It had been a hectic few days since their troopship docked in Melbourne.  The Red 
Cross Voluntary Motor Corps whisked them into 100 cars to Frankston the previous Tuesday, and 
on Wednesday they attended a concert organised by the Alliance Francaise and French Red Cross.

Despite the heat and the headaches they were nursing from the night before, the French soldiers 
marched to the centre of Healesville, “a soldierly, well-disciplined body of men”, according to 
The Healesville & Yarra Glen Guardian.  A large body of townspeople were there to greet them.  
Australian liaison officer, Major George Butter later described schoolchildren lining the platform 
at Lilydale, serenading the passing soldiers with ‘La Marseillaise’.  Residents from miles around 
came to Healesville to make the day a success.

The conduct of these French visitors, Butter continued, “was most orderly throughout the day”,  
which appeared to surprise him, “making allowance” as he did, “for the fact that they were co-
loured troops”.  Only their officers were exclusively European.

The Healesville Guardian 
was curiously silent on this 
point, but if others shared 
Butter’s surprise at this 
temporary relaxation of 
the White Australia Policy, 
they kept it to themselves.

As the crowd discovered, 
most of these 800 soldiers 
of the French army were in 
fact from New Caledonia, 
The Loyalty Islands and 
Tahiti.

They were in the process of returning home to French colonies in the South Pacific after service 
on the battlefields of Europe.  The air was filled with music from local bands, and the residents’ 
shouts of “Vive La France!”  were returned with those of “Vive l’Australie!”.   “I don’t know 
which side enjoyed it most,”, Butters said, “the guests or the hosts”.

Most of these visitors had enlisted in the Pacific and were returning from Europe.  Like their 
Australian hosts, they hailed from the farthest outposts of the European empire and had signed 
up often as much for adventure as out of any sense of duty.  Bonds of imperial patriotism could 
however be as strong for Pacific volunteers as for Australia’s own AIF.         



            33

   ‘I Say, Steady On, old Chap’
               Donald Balfour

As a young man in the early 1940s, awaiting call-up to the navy, I saw the film, ‘In Which We 
Serve’.  A film in which Noel Coward played the part of the captain of the destroyer HMS Kelly,, 
engaged in the evacuations from Greece and Crete during which it was subjected to lengthy and 
sustained attacks from the German Air Force.  A savage affair in which HMS Kelly was eventually 
sunk.  During all this mayhem Kelly’s Captain (Noel Coward) did not, by the flicker of an eyelid 
or the minutest change of expression indicate any emotion.  ‘England expects’, ‘stiff upper lip’, 
‘play the game’, ‘the playing fields of Eton’, and all that jazz.

I was greatly impressed.  That was how one should behave in times of mortal peril.

Fast forward to July 1943.  HMAS Latrobe, a Corvette in which I was then serving, was patrolling 
in the Arafura Sea, off Arnhem Land.  The village of Millingimbi, which was not far off had been 
a Methodist Mission, but was now a RAAF airstrip.

HMAS Latrobe had escorted the merchant ship SS Islander to Millingimbi a few days earlier.  
Islander had been carrying relief RAAF personnel and stores.  Two days after our arrival Japanese 
bombers attacked the airstrip and vessels in the harbour.  Latrobe escaped damage or casualties.  
Unfortunately, Islander was not so lucky.  Latrobe sent its ‘medic’ to help.  In naval parlance the 
‘medic’ was our Sick Berth Attendant (SBA).  One of the injured on Islander died.

At the time of which I write Latrobe was, as I say, patrolling off-shore.  I was off duty when ‘Ac-
tion Station’ bells rang loudly.  I quickly took my position on the main armanent on the foredeck.  
Adjusting my tin hat I looked up and saw a float plane diving at us from medium height.  As I 
watched, I saw four small bombs release from the plane.  These were obviously anti-personnel 
bombs, and noticed immediately that the bombs would drop short, which they did.  We managed 
to get one 4-inch shell away, but the shell was pre-set for higher altitude and did no good.

I then saw the float plane climb quickly into cloud, a RAAF Beaufighter following closely.  We 
heard a muffled burst of heavy machinegun fire then saw the float plane emerge from the cloud in 
a vertical position and dive into the water.  We later recovered the parachute but there was no sign 
of the occupant.  We noted also that such float planes usually carried two persons.

Looking up at the bridge I was astonished to see our captain, a permanent service Lieutenant-Com-
mander dancing about like a dervish, waving his arms and his hat wildly, with a contorted face, 
albeit one which expressed great pleasure.  How could this possibly be, I said to myself.  It had 
been a five minute affair.  What would Noel Coward have thought?  What would he have said?  I 
could amost hear him - “Bad show, old chap”.  You couldn’t get stronger criticism than that.  Float 
planes in those early years operated in the Darwin to Thursday Island area.  We understood they 
lay hidden among the mangroves, plentiful in those tropical areas and were serviced by submarine 
from time to time.  They had minimal effect only.  We knew them as ‘Float-plane Freddy’.  But, 
‘Steady on old chap’. 
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   Healesville for a wedding
    Bob Cremer

I learned of the French army visit to Healesville, (Page 21) on a visit there for the wedding of my 
nephew at the TarraWarra Winery; a decidely excellent place for a wedding.
On our way Home we did our usual visit to the Vietnam Memorial in Seymour and the more 
recent Light Horse Memorial Park just out of Seymour.  The memorial has walking tracks and 
various signs detailing Light Horse war-time exploits.  Well worth a visit.
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   Carey Gardens, Red Hill
  Remembrance Day - November 11th 2017

On Remembrance Day, Saturday November 11th 2017, Woden Valley RSL Sub-Branch Chaplain, 
Reverend Mick O’Donnell gave an address at Carey Gardens.  Mick served in the Royal Austra-
lian Navy and with the Australian Federal Police in Peacekeeping Forces.

After the service, three Carey Gardens residents, with Air Force connections joined with Mick to 
admire ‘Betty’, the Army Jeep that Mick has lovingly restored. 

Above, Mick with Ian, a former RAAF 
pilot, with Ian and Audrey, a WWII 
WAAF, and with Daphne, wearing her 
WWII civilian service medal, the med-
als of her late husband who served in the 
RAAF during WWII and the medals of 
her parents who both served in WWI.
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Sub-Branch Office Opening Hours.  The office is open from 9:00am until 3:00pm Monday to Friday, 
except public holidays.  The services of the Sub-Branch are available to all Sub-Branch members, 
and all serving and former members of the Australian Defence Force and overseas defence forces.
Office Administrator.  Joyce O’Brien administers the Sub-Branch Office and is responsible to the 
Executive for the efficient day-to-day routine of the office.  Joyce will supervise all Sub-Branch 
matters including membership, correspondence, functions and access to Sub-Branch services.
Veterans’ Support Centre (VSC).  The office is open from 9:00am until 3:00pm Monday to Friday, 
except public holidays, and at other times by appointment.  The services of the VSC are available 
to all Sub-Branch members, and all serving and former members of the Australian Defence Force 
and overseas defence forces.
Entitlements and Advocacy (E&A).  A team of trained advocates and entitlements/pension officers, 
both male and female, is available to provide assistance with claims under the Veterans’ Entitlement 
Act 1986 (VEA), the Safety, Rehabilitation and Compensation Act 1988 (SRCA), and the Military 
Rehabilitation and Compensation Act 2004 (MRCA).  We also provide support and advice to war 
widows and widowers in regards to pensions.  Andrew Properjohn, the E&A Administrator, will 
assist you with your enquiries.
Community Support.  Florence Sofield co-ordinates the provision of welfare to Sub-Branch 
members and their families.  Advice is available on matters such as DVA Gold and White Cards, 
travel, Veterans Home Care, residential and transitional care, HACC services, DVA Housing and 
financial information.
Hospital Visiting.  Volunteers visit each of the southern hospitals, The Canberra Hospital, Calvary 
John James and National Capital Private Hospital.  They aim to visit every veteran, RSL member 
and Legacy widow and widowers.
Hospice Visiting.  Visits can be arranged for Sub-Branch members in Clare Holland House.
Christmas Visits.  In December each year, all Sub-Branch members 80 years of age and over, and 
all Sub-Branch widows and widowers receive a home visit and a gift.
Health and Fitness Program.  The arrangements in place between the Southern Cross Health Club 
(SCHC) and the Sub-Branch relating to gym use have changed.  For details, call the office on 
6285 1931.
Sub-Branch Publication.  The Sub-Branch publication, ‘The Serviceman’ is published three times 
per year and distributed free to all Sub-Branch members, widows and widowers.  A special edition 
is published for schoolchildren attending the annual ANZAC and Peace Ceremony at Eddison 
Park.
Eddison Day Club.  Sponsored by the Sub-Branch, the Day Club caters for members, their spous-
es, widows, widowers and the general community.  It meets every Friday from 10:00am to 2:00pm 
(except Good Friday) from mid-Januaray to mid-December at the Irish Club, Parkinson Street, 
Weston.

If you know of any member who would benefit from any of these services, please contact 
the office.

SUB-BRANCH SERVICES 
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   You are a Soldier Now
      George Mansford 2017

So now you’re a soldier, young mate
Recruit Training is over and you’re marching to a new gate

Never forget who and what you are
Part of a proud and large family spread afar

You’ve been taught punctuality and that time is precious to you
So now in one magic hour, those once impossible tasks you can do
Each morning a well-made bed, boots polished and locker so neat

Your mother will be amazed at such incredible feats

Corporals shouting orders and you all react as one
It’s a sure sign the very basics of battle discipline have begun

Be you wet, cold and miserable in the field and desperate for sleep
Marching by day and night with blistered feet

Watch, listen and learn the golden rules that make you all as one
Never forget the oath you swore when your soldiering first begun

No place for loners when you’re part of a team ready to dare
In peace or war, the basic key to brotherhood is to share and care

Know well the past lessons and drills in training as you travel afar
Always is your mission to prepare and fight on the Field of Mars

Your mistress is a demanding bitch who causes much pain
Yet when seductive bugles call, you’re in her arms again and again.

In a short time you will set the standards for those who follow
They in turn will seize the torch and pursue their tomorrow

Go now, honour bound to serve your country with your mates
Just to remind you, there’s tough and alert RSM lurking at the gate.

[RSM - The disciplinarian of soldiers and a father to all,
black, white, brown or brindle.  He sits next to God] 
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            Entertainment
    Les Cook

In the early days of the war there were many entertainers who gave their time free of charge to 
entertain the troops in camp.  Some of them were good, but most, however willing, had never 
been good entertainers or else were past it.  Looking back, whoever was responsible for selecting 
the artists obviously had no understanding of what might entertain young soldiers.  On the other 
hand of course, the well-meaning entertainers who came were probably the only ones prepared 
to give up their time without pay for this cause.  Apparently the popular entertainers of the day 
were not so willing.

I can’t remember a single show that included any young girls, and those comedians who came 
were not very funny.  There were vocalists in their fifties who sang opera and other serious works 
that we didn’t understand.  Perhaps they were really very good at what they did, but, through no 
fault of our own, we were unable to appreciate them.  It was like feeding strawberries to a donkey.  
Needless to say attendances at the concerts started to fall off.

Our CO upbraided us for our lack of interest.  He pointed out that the entertainers were gener-
ously giving up their time free-of-charge to entertain us, and that the very least we could do was 
to attend the concerts to show our appreciation of their efforts.  If attendance didn’t improve, he 
said, the concert parties would lose interest and we would be left without any entertainment, and 
if that happened it would be our own fault.  This lecture had little or no effect on attendance be-
cause most of us didn’t think we would be disadvantaged in any way if the concert parties stopped 
altogether.

As appealing to our better nature didn’t achieve the desired result, the CO decreed that, hence-
forth, attendance at the concerts would be compulsory.  Looking back on it, perhaps the CO had 
requested the concert parties in the first place and his honour was at stake.  Whatever the reason, 
we were marched down to the building and required to sit by sections and companies as if we 
were on parade.  The officers, and more importantly the Regimental Sergeant-Major sat in the 
front row.

We could see the humour of being forced to attend, and it really wasn’t a very onerous task for us 
anyway, but inevitably there were some displays of passive resistance.  Unfortunately for them, 
the entertainers were the innocent victims of this rebellious behaviour.

At the end of the act, when it is customary for the audience to applaud, there would sometimes be 
dead silence in the hall except for the front row.  Clapping in an enthusiastic manner himself, the 
RSM would turn around and glare at those silent members nearest to him.  We held the RSM in 
much greater awe than we held our officers; he was the disciplinarian to end all disciplinarians, 
and he never forgot a face.  One threatening look from him was enough to cause those near thim 
to start clapping, albeit somewhat half-heartedly.  This would slowly spread through the hall, but 
the long pause must have been painful to the performer.  The following act might be accorded 
different treatment.       >>>
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 Grantley Perry &  Sons
                            Funeral Directors

  A LOCALLY OWNED FAMILY BUSINESS
 With Bryan Perry a Vietnam Veteran available to serve you personally

       CANBERRA-QUEANBEYAN
           & YASS DISTRICTS

      TUGGERANONG  6294 8003
      MITCHELL   6241 4101

             HEAD OFFICE
      12 SANDFORD STREET
      MITCHELL ACT 2911
 
 PROUDLY SUPPORTING THE VETERAN COMMUNITY

When a singer paused for breath at the end of a line halfway through a song there would be loud 
clapping and cheering and even stamping of feet.  This untoward behavious would cause the RSM 
to glare at those nearest to him who, with visions of interminable sessions of pack-drill, would 
lapse into silence.  Order would eventually be restored and the singer would continue.

That the performers were able to carry on with the show at all in the face of our unfair behaviour 
is to their everlasting credit.  Either they were completely insensitive or were very seasoned 
troupers.  We should have been ashamed of ourselves, but I can’t remember hearing anybody 
express any sympathy for them.  The only possible justification for what we did was firstly that 
many of the entertainers really were awful, and secondly that they didn’t appear to be at all upset 
by our unseemly behaviour.  Perhaps if they had burst into tears and run off the stage we might 
have realised how unfair we were being to them.
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          ANZAC COMMEMORATIONS 2018
  ANZAC AND PEACE CEREMONY.
  THE SUB-BRANCH NEEDS YOUR SUPPORT.
              Wednesday 11th April 2018 at Eddison Park.
         Members of the Sub-Branch are required to assist the Woden and Weston
      Creek schoolchildren attending the Sub-Branch ANZAC and Peace Ceremony
    11:00Am for 11:15Am.  Medals to be worn.
              Convenor Andre Bobets –– Phone 0412 266 047

      Canberra Hospital ANZAC Service
              Wednesday 18th April - 10:15am for 10:30am start
           Veterans’ Remembrance Garden, Canberra Hospital

           ANZAC PINS
         Volunteers are required to sell ANZAC Pins at Woden Plaza
         and Cooleman Court during the week prior to ANZAC Day
      Names to Sub-Branch Office 6285 1931.

                 ANZAC EVE DINNER
       Tuesday 24th April – 6:00 for 6:30pm – Orion Room CSCC
                      Guests welcome.
  Bookings essential at the Sub-Branch Office.

                 ANZAC DAY SUB-BRANCH SERVICE.
        Wednesday 25th April – 8:00Am Eddison Park Memorial

               ANZAC DAY MARCH

                 ANZAC Day – Wednesday 25th April – 10:30am

           The President will lead the Sub-Branch Contingent in
                the ANZAC Day March.  Assemble at 10:00am.

      HOSPITALISATION   
        Members without DVA entitlements are asked to let our Sub-Branch Office
          know of impending hospitalisation for themselves or their partner so that
       they can be included on our hospital visiting lists.   
 


