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RSL WV SUB-

BRANCH E-NEWS 

Book now for 

our next social 

get together. It’s 

CHRISTMAS 

LUNCH at the 

Southern Cross 

Club Woden  

on 6 December. 

See inside for 

details. 
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Christmas lunch 

 Trench fever 

 Joint communique 

from Veterans Affairs 

E—Newsletter  November 2017 

 Pictured top: Guests enjoying the OGM Dinner on 31 October. Above: Guest speaker Jane Hiatt at the WV RSL October 
OGM dinner with Dorothy Seedsman. Dorothy and husband Barry joined the ACT Masters Athletics Club more than 25 
years ago and still meet every Tuesday at Black Mt Peninsula. Dorothy has run about 30 half marathons over 20 years, 
averaging about three per year not only in Canberra but elsewhere in Australia. Dorothy said she is amazed at Jane’s 
effort of running seven marathons in seven days in seven cities. 
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Contact Us 

Give us a call for more information 

about our services or volunteer to 

help us deliver them.   

62851931 

Write to us at 14/27 Mulley Street 

HOLDER ACT 2611 or email  

admin@rslwoden.org.au 

Visit us on the web at 

www.rslwoden.org.au 

We will close for the Christmas 

break from midday 15 December 

until 9am Monday 2 January 

 

WOULD YOU LIKE 

SOME CARDBOARD 

BOXES OR OLD 

COPIES OF THE 

SERVICEMAN? 

We have plenty of 

both to give away, just 

drop in and help 

yourself! 

Grant Cameron 

Community Centre, 27 

Mulley Street Holder 

FROM THE LONDON 

REVIEW OF BOOKS BLOG 

Trench Fever 

Hugh Pennington 9 October 2017 

Some reviewers of the film Goodbye Christopher Robin are 

saying that A.A. Milne had post-traumatic stress disorder. 

Yes, he was at the front during the Battle of the Somme; in 

August 1916 he was a signals officer there, and worked in no 

man’s land. But PTSD didn’t send him home. He was brought 

down by trench fever (bartonellosis). A bacterial infection 

spread by body lice (not those of the head or pubes), it 

causes a high fever, which repeats itself a few times every 

five days. It doesn’t kill, but sometimes leaves its victims 

feeling weak for many months. This happened to Milne. After 

being invalided home, he lost weight and developed fatigue, 

said to be caused by ‘overwork’, but much more likely due to 

the persistent effects of Bartonella quintana. In the early 

autumn of 1917 he spent three weeks at Osborne House on 

the Isle of Wight, then a convalescent hospital for officers. 

The overwhelming majority of British soldiers on the Western 

Front were lousy, and lice caused nearly a third of 

admissions to casualty clearing stations, two out of three 

being due to bartonellosis, with the rest caused by dermatitis. 

Trench fever disappeared after the First World War. It came 

back during the Second. It persists today, along with body 

lice, as a condition of the homeless. From the entomological 

point of view nothing much has changed since I was a 

casualty officer at St Thomas’s Hospital in London more than 

half a century ago. When we undressed a down-and-out with 

dermatitis, a vast number of lice left his cooling clothes in a 

shimmering wave seeking new warm hosts. Sister Casualty 

rubbed her hands, rolled up her sleeves, and said: ‘This 

reminds me of Dunkirk!’….https://www.lrb.co.uk/

blog/2017/10/09 



 
RSL Woden Valley  

Sub-Branch 
is pleased to invite 
members and their 

guests  
to our  

ANNUAL CHRISTMAS LUNCH 
Wednesday 6 December 

12noon for 12:30pm 
Orion Room Canberra Southern Cross Club Phillip 

$32.00 per head (includes all beverages, except spirits) 
Roast turkey with sage and onion stuffing, roast vegetables and 
gravy Or Slow roasted Scotch fillet with mash, asparagus and 
shiraz jus  
Traditional Christmas pudding with warm brandy custard and 
cream 
Or white and dark chocolate Marquise cake (GF) with fresh 
fruit cream and berry coulis 
Bread roll and butter | Coffee and tea | Dinner Mints 

Please RSVP with payment to the office  
Phone 62851931 or email events@rslwoden.org.au 

By cob 30 November 2017 
Payment - 

By EFT to Account Woden Valley RSL Sub Branch 
BSB 642170 Account 751928 (include your name) 

By cheque: mail to 14/27 Mulley Street HOLDER ACT 2611 
Cash cheque or credit card: Visit our office 

Sorry, no refunds are possible after cob 30 November 2017.  
Please wear your OOWII award as failure to do so may result in a  

FINE! 

mailto:events@rslwoden.org.au
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8 November 2017 JOINT COMMUNIQUE FROM THE National Vet-

erans’ Ministers meeting 

The second Roundtable of Ministers responsible for veteran issues has reinforced the need to 

coordinate effort across all levels of government to ensure the successful transition of those 

Australian Defence Force (ADF) personnel moving from military to civilian life. Issues discussed 
at the Roundtable included improved transition, mental health and suicide prevention, improv-

ing employment outcomes for veterans, veteran accommodation and assisting veterans who had 

been incarcerated... 

A commitment by all governments was given to information sharing across agencies to assist in 

improving transition across all jurisdictions. States and Territories agreed to examine the feasi-

bility of collecting data on veteran incarceration and to promote non-liability health care for 

any mental health condition to those who have served one day in the full-time ADF.  

As a step towards destigmatising Post Traumatic Stress, Ministers agreed to refrain from using 
the term disorder and agreed to encourage their ministerial health colleagues to do the same.  

The Roundtable supported the establishment of a Veteran Support Services Accreditation Asso-
ciation that would enable Ex Service Organisations delivering services to veterans to obtain for-

mal accreditation.   

The Roundtable reached consensus on a common definition of veteran that is to be recognised 

by all jurisdictions. It was agreed that a veteran would be defined as ‘a person who is serving or 

has served in the ADF’. Ministers agreed use of the term veteran should not be limited by the 

definitions contained in existing legislation.  

Ministers agreed there needed to be a question about veterans in the next Australian Census. 

This will assist all levels of government to better support services and support to veterans and 
their families.  

Ministers agreed to establish a working party to explore the harmonisation of veterans’ conces-
sions across jurisdictions... 
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Providers sought for PTSD 

assistance dogs trial  

The Department of Veterans’ Affairs (DVA) has made an approach to market to identify service providers to 

conduct a trial of Posttraumatic Stress Disorder (PTSD) assistance dogs. The Request for Expression of 

Interest (REOI) from service providers will assess the clinical utility of specifically-trained assistance dogs for 

veterans with PTSD. Unlike companion animals, PTSD assistance dogs are specially trained to perform tasks 

that contribute to the clinical management of a person’s PTSD, such as detecting signs of distress in their 

owners and performing specific tasks to help alleviate those symptoms. Dogs are already used to support 

those with physical disabilities and there is an increasing interest in using these animals to assist veterans 

managing mental health issues. The trial will help inform future policy directions to meet the mental health 

needs of Australia’s veteran community. The Government is seeking service providers with the specialist 

capabilities and capacity to inform and deliver the trial, which is expected to commence no later than mid-

2018. The REOI is open until 11 December and can be found on the AusTender website.   

Right and be-

low: More pic-

tures from the 

OGM dinner 

last week. 
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RSL ACT Branch has Complimentary double passes to 

see Only the Brave. 

The screening has been scheduled for Wednesday 15th November at Dendy Cinemas at 6:15pm 

there is a maximum of 40 double passes up for grabs.  

If you are interested please contact RSL 

ACT Branch either via email ad-

min@actrsl.org.au or 02 6260 6344 NLT 

than COB Friday 10 Nov 17. 

Director: Joseph Kosinski Cast: Josh Brolin, Miles Teller, Jeff Bridg-

es, Taylor Kitsch, Jennifer Connelly, Andie MacDowell 

With hope and determination they stand between the flames and the 

communities they hold dear, forging a unique brotherhood that 

comes into focus with one fateful fire.  Shot on-location within real 

wildfires using next-generation 4K drone technology, it shows a nev-

er-before-seen perspective of how a select elite few battle fire.  The 

film is an inspirational tribute to emergency services who regularly endure hardship for the protec-

tion of the larger community. 

REMINDER: THE RSL WODEN VALLEY SUB-

BRANCH HAS MOVED  

TO THE GRANT CAMERON CENTRE 

27 MULLEY STREET HOLDER 

and 

We will be closed from midday 15 

December until  

9am 2 January 2018. Don’t forget to 

book for our Christmas lunch on 6 

December—it’s a hoot! 
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WOULD YOU LIKE TO 
BE A CHRISTMAS ELF 
FOR THE 
KOOKABURRA KIDS 
TOY DRIVE? 
 
Kookaburra Kids - 
supporting children who 
have a parent with mental 
illness as a result of their 
military service. 
 
 
 

Earlier in the year, Kookaburra Kids launched its Program for Serving and Ex-
Serving ADF Families. This program has been funded by the Department of 
Veterans’ Affairs to support children aged 8 – 18yrs from Defence families affected 
by mental illness. Since the launch, over 70 children have enrolled in the ACT 
program, gaining access to programs including weekend respite camps, mental 
health education and fun activity days.  
 
Taking place on 2nd December is the Kookaburra Kids Family Christmas Party. 
This much-anticipated event is a day for all of the families involved in the ACT 
program to get together and celebrate their kids' achievements in the program and to 
have fun! Santa also comes along to deliver a toy to each child. 
 
To support this event, we are holding our very first Toy Drive. If you would 
like to contribute, the Woden Valley Sub-Branch has a giving tree for brand 
new and unopened gifts in the age range 8-18 years.   

Right, Another picture 

from the OGM dinner 

on 31 October.  


