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WODEN VALLEY RSL 

SUB-BRANCH E-NEWS 

In This Issue 

 Battle of the Atlantic 

commemorations 

 Book now to attend 

overseas commemorations 

 Come to Vets social day in 

Rivett 

 Southern Cross benefits  

 Australia Post pays tribute 

to Defence Force Women  

 Kookaburra KIds 

 

DON’T FORGET TO SIGN UP 

FOR COMMUNITY 

REWARDS , NOMINATING 

THE RSL WODEN VALLEY 

SUB-BRANCH AS THE 

BENEFICIARY, NEXT TIME 

YOU VISIT THE SOUTHERN 

CROSS CLUB. 

THANK YOU EVERYONE. 

 

The WVSRSL is located at the Grant Cameron Community Centre, 27 Mulley Street Holder. 

Look for our signs at the front (for Sub-Branch) and side (for pensions, claims and welfare). 

Office hours are 9am to 3pm. Phone 6285 1931, email admin@rslwoden.org.au or browse  

www.rslwoden.org.au.  Please note we will close for Christmas from noon 15 December to 

9am, 2 January 2018. For urgent matters call us on 0478617489 or VVCS on 1800 011 046. 

Sub-Branch Newsletter  December 2017 

  

SEASONS GREETINGS 

TO ALL OUR  

MEMBERS 

AND TO OUR LEGENDARY  

VOLUNTEERS 

Left: The annual Christmas party was enjoyed by 74 members. Master of Ceremonies Jack 

Aaron was in fine form. More pictures in following pages.  

http://www.rslwoden.org.au
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Veterans of the Battle of the Atlantic  

invited to Commemorations on 1 May 2018 in Canberra 

 As part of the Century of Service domestic commemorations program during the Anzac Centenary period 
2014-2018, the Department of Veterans’ Affairs (DVA) is inviting nominations from Australian Second 
World War veterans specifically from the Battle of the Atlantic to attend the planned commemorations in 
Canberra supported by DVA. Veterans will need to register their interest with DVA by completing all of the 
enclosed forms and returning them by 23 February 2018.  

The nomination process involves assessment of military service and medical assessments to determine 
fitness to travel. If selected, the Veteran will travel to Canberra with one nominated carer for the com-
memoration. A travel program will be developed for veterans and their carers by DVA and itinerary details 
will be provided once the nomination process has been completed.  DVA will provide ground transport, air 
travel, accommodation and some meals for each veteran and carer. It is likely veterans and carers will be 
away from their homes for approximately three days.  

Nominations should be made by completing the enclosed forms:  

•             Veteran Nomination form   
•             Veteran Medical Information form including a Patient Health Summary printout from your GP 
•             Carer Nomination form 
•             Service History Questions 
•             Media Consent form 
  

Nomination forms will also available on DVA’s website at:  https://www.dva.gov.au/commemorations-
memorials-and-war-graves/commemorations-and-anniversaries/domestic-commemorations 

In view of the logistical requirements in arranging veteran and carer attendance at this commemoration, it 
will be necessary to receive all veteran nominations by no later than 1700 AEST Friday 23 February 
2018. 

 If the veteran nominees have any queries about the nomination process or completing the forms, please 
telephone Domestic Commemorations on 02 6120 8078. 

 

On returning to Australia from his 

annual overseas holiday, CEO of 

ACT Branch, James Davidson, signs 

into our guest book to check out the 

new premises at the Grant Cameron 

Community Centre, 27 Mulley Street 

Holder. Watching James sign in is 

President Jim Gilchrist. 

 

 

https://www.dva.gov.au/commemorations-memorials-and-war-graves/commemorations-and-anniversaries/domestic-commemorations
https://www.dva.gov.au/commemorations-memorials-and-war-graves/commemorations-and-anniversaries/domestic-commemorations
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The Anzac Centenary commemorative period, spanning 2014 to 2018, will feature a number of 

milestone overseas commemorations to recognise Australian service and sacrifice since 

Federation. Register for an attendance pass and learn more about these commemorations on this 

page. 

ANZAC DAY SERVICE 

25 APRIL 2018 

Anzac Commemorative Site, Gallipoli, Turkey 

 

CENTENARY OF THE BATTLE OF VILLERS-BRETONNEUX 

25 APRIL 2018 

Australian National Memorial, Villers-Bretonneux, France 

 

CENTENARY OF THE BATTLE OF HAMEL 

4 JULY 2018 

Australian Corps Memorial, Le Hamel, France 

 

CENTENARY OF THE FIRST WORLD WAR ARMISTICE 

11 NOVEMBER 2018 

Australian National Memorial, Villers-Bretonneux, France 

https://overseascommemorations.ticketek.com.au/ 

 

Also visit the new website for the Sir John Monash 

Centre in France to find out how to do the tour on a 

bicycle…. 

https://sjmc.gov.au/ 
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You are Invited to a  

Veterans Get Together Day at 
Burrangiri Day Centre  

1-7 Rivett Place RIVETT  
 

Contact us on 62851931 to book a place or arrange 
transport 

62851931 to book a place. 
Introductory session  

 Thursday 18 January 10:30am to 13:30pm 
 

Come and join other Veterans for a chit chat and other activities as 

desired such as watching movies, gardening, playing bowls or just 

socializing. 

Includes a nice Club lunch 

Cost per session (includes lunch) $20 

Transport $10 for disabled bus or  

community transport 

Kookaburra kids 

executive Sally 

Adams thanks 

President Jim 

Gilchrist, Welfare 

Officer Florence 

Sofield and Rani 

Kalimeris of the 

Sub-Branch for 

donated presents to 

Kookaburra kids. 

Kookaburra kids 

support children of 

families living with 

mental illness. 
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RETURN TO  

CORAL & 

BALMORAL 

2018 50TH 

ANNIVERSARY 

TOUR - 9 - 20 

August  - 12 Days 
 

 

 

Next year is the 50th Anniversary of this heroic Australian battle and operation. A number of veterans who have 

asked JCP Tours to organise a tour. And knowing there are others who may be interested I have contacted you 

to in a bid to get the word out to anyone who may be interest. There’s a limited number of places available so if 

you wish to go, please call me or email me.  If you are not interested but know of someone you think would like 

to go please feel free to pass on this notice. If you are thinking of going to Viet Nam again for some other 

reason, please contact me I am only too happy to help in any way possible. 

Regards and thanks.Walter Pearson 

Tour Leader, JCP Tours Pty Ltd, www.jcptours.com.au, Ph: 0424 177 590, Queen Victoria Bldg Sydney NSW 

1230 PO Box Q1703 

Left:: The welfare team at the Christmas party. Flor-

ence Sofield with Rani Kalimeris. Rani is also the 

Volunteer Coordinator. 
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SIGN UP TO SOUTHERN CROSS COMMUNITY 

REWARDS AND  NOMINATE THE SUB-BRANCH  

https://csccmarketing.wufoo.eu/forms/z1lic7r31l8t1nt/ 
 
We are pleased to announce that the Canberra South-

ern Cross Club has offered the Sub-Branch a place on their Commu-
nity Rewards Program. 
 
This program allows RSL Woden Valley Sub-Branch to receive 10 per 
cent of your spend on food and beverages at the Canberra South-
ern Cross Club. Ten per cent is calculated on purchases at Woden, 
Tuggeranong, Jamison and Yacht Club when a member uses their 
membership card at the point of purchase. (Purchases on the Boat, 
Snapper or at functions are not included). 
 
The net effect of this is that the more of us who are members of 
the CSCC and “sign up” as per the form in the link below, the more 
the Sub-Branch will receive from the CSCC. 
 
The Sub-Branch would like to encourage everyone who can to par-
ticipate.  
https://csccmarketing.wufoo.eu/forms/z1lic7r31l8t1nt/ 

 

Who was that masked 

man? Super Santa 

dropped into the Sub-

Branch Christmas party  

with a little list of mem-

bers who had been good 

or deserving this year. 
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A list of key domestic and 

international 

commemorations for 2018 

follows:  

10 January: 25th anniversary of arrival of 

1RAR task group in Somalia 

25 April: Anzac Day Service Canberra  

Australian War Memorial 

 

1 May: 75th anniversary of the Battle of 

the Atlantic Commemorative Service held 

at the Royal Australian Navy Memorial, 

Anzac Parade, Canberra 

 

13 May: 50th anniversary of the Battles 

at Fire Support Bases Coral and 

Balmoral Commemorative Service held 

at the Australian Vietnam Forces 

National Memorial, Anzac Parade, 

Canberra 

 

27 July 2018: 65th anniversary of the 

Korean War Commemorative Service 

held at the Australian National Korean 

War Memorial, Anzac Parade, Canberra, 

 

16 October: 75th anniversary of 

Australian work on Hell Fire Pass and 

completion of the Thai Burma Railway 

Commemorative Service held at the 

Australian Ex-Prisoners of War Memorial, 

Ballarat, Victoria 
 

11 November: 100th anniversary of the 

First World War Armistice 

Contact Us 

Grant Cameron Community 
Centre 

27 Mulley St HOLDER 

62851931 

admin@rslwoden.org.au 

www.rslwoden.org.au 

Everyone’s favourite Sub-Branch sweetheart, 

Jacqui Thorpe, was deservedly rewarded with her 

own OOWI at the Sub-Branch Christmas Party. 

Jacqui’s is the cheerful voice who calls or writes 

to 70yo+ members on their birthdays. She is also a 

hospital visitor, an Eddison Club assistant, a spirit

-lifter and a positive helpmate wherever she is 

needed. Even better, she usually arrives bearing a 

lovely smile AND a delicious cake. 
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In the lead-up to Re-
membrance Day, 
Australia Post paid 
tribute to Australian 
women, past and 
present, and their 
contribution during 
times of war with the 
release of a new 
stamp issue, the 
fourth in a series 
commemorating a 
century since World 
War I.   

Right: Christmas parties bring old 

mates together—Bill Harkness, David 

Adams and Alex Reynolds. 

Below: Javina with partner Shane Van 

Duren, son Wilhelmus and daughter 

Isis, and Kate Gilchrist and Dan 

Applebee with son Jimmy, the apple of 

his grandfather’s eye, one Jim Gilchrist. 
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Thank you to our volunteers for attending the latest planning session and 

morning tea and for making our Christmas party such a joy. If you or someone you 

know would like to become a volunteer please call us on 02 6285 1931 Mon-Fri be-

tween 0900-1500h. Our office will close for Christmas at noon on 15 December and re-

open at 9am on 2 January. Have a wonderful Christmas and see you soon. 

Here in all their glory are the 

adherents to the mysterious 

OOWI sect. 

New awardees Jacqui 

Thorpe, Florence Sofield 

and Joyce O’Brien join older 

members on the honour roll 

known as the Order of 

Whatever It Is with a 

bespoke tin medal carefully 

crafted by Peter Dinham to 

suit their recognised 

contribution to the Sub-

Branch.  

Peter’s witty endorsements 

make these a very 

treasured acquisition among 

Sub-Branch members. 

The divine voice of Javina (left, below) was a highlight of the Christmas party entertainment. 


